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CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE EXTENT, SOIL, AGRICULTURE, 
POPULATION, ETC., OF THE ISLE OF WIGHT. 

Ths form of the Isle of Wight is that of an irregular 
lozenge, measuring above twenty-two miles from the 
eastern to the western angle, and thirteen miles from 
the northern to the southern. The island is about 
sixty miles in circumference, and it comprises about 
100,000 acres. A channel, varying in breadth from 
one to seven miles, separates it from the coast of 
Hampshire ; of which county it is reckoned a part. 

The small river Medine, or Medina, which appears 
to have originally received its name from its passing 
through nearly the middle of the island, divides it 
into two hundreds ; which, from their situation, are 



6 FARMS AND CROPS. — FARMING STOCK. 

called respectively East and West Medine. These 
hundreds contain thirty parishes. 

The farms are of a moderate size, a few under one 
hundred pounds a year, and some above four hundred 
pounds ; but in general somewhat between these sums. 
Estates, when sold, produce about twenty-eight years' 
purchase. 

The green crops mostly cultivated are turnips, clo- 
ver, vetches, rye-grass, and trefoil, and occasionally, 
in the lightest soils, a small quantity of buck -wheat. 
Other varieties of grasses have been recently culti- 
vated, with advantage to the farmer. The pasture 
and meadow land is good, and produces from one to 
two tons of fine hay an acre. 

The downs, stretching in a long range through 
the island, from Bembridge to the Needles, furnish 
fine pasture for sheep. Little of the wool is manu- 
factured in the island, that article being principally 
exported for the clothing counties. On the summits 
of many of these hills, a number of tumuli, or barrows, 
are to be seen, some of them of considerable size. 

The stock usually kept on the farms consists of 
sheep, cows, and. horses: oxen are rare; the few 
which are used, the farmers generally feed with hay 
and straw, and work them as horses. The cows are 
mostly of the Devon breed, though blended with other 
sorts. The Alderney* cows are in high esteem. 

* The cattle, frequently called Alderney cows, may, with 
greater propriety, be named Jersey or Norman cows > since 
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They consume less provender than the English breeds, 
and yield as much milk ; while their cream is of su- 
perior richness. The horses are large, and generally 
black. The hogs are large and tall, marked with 
black spots, have very deep sides, and make excellent 
bacon. 

There is but a little waste land in the island ; and 
this exhibits chiefly a sandy soil. 

The crops of the island are so large (most of the 
land being in tillage), that the resident labourers are 
by no means sufficient for harvesting them. Be- 
tween three and four hundred labourers from the 
western counties annually pass over to the island, to 
assist in the harvest. In time of war, a general 
protection is granted by government, to secure them 
from being impressed. 

Timber, which, in the time of Charles II., was so 
plentiful, that it is said a squirrel might then have 
travelled on the tops of the trees for many leagues to- 
gether, is not at present very abundant in the island. 
The greater part of its flourishing woods has long since 
found a market at Portsmouth dock. The soil seems 
particularly favourable to the elm, which adorns many 
of the hedge-rows. 

There are several quarries, which afford varieties 
of stone applicable to different uses, though much in- 
ferior in quality to that of Portland. Some parts of 

the islands of Alderney and Guernsey export comparatively 
few, while the exports from Jersey are considerable. 
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. the coast yield alum and iron pyrites, from which 
copperas, or sulphate of iron is made ; others, a deli- 
cate white sand, used in the manufacture of the finer 
sort of glass. A chain of calcareous hills runs 
through the island, nearly in a straight line from east 
to west, of a considerable height. The chalk is not 
so soft and fine as that of Portsdown and the Sussex 
hills, yet it supplies a very useful manure. 

Rocks and lofty cliffs are in many places the natural 
fortifications of this island : where these are wanting 
the vigilance of government has supplied forts and 
blockhouses. 

The climate is of acknowledged mildness and salu- 
brity ; though the numerous hills, attracting. the va- 
pours, produce frequent rain. 

The coasts yield all the usual species of fish, and 
among them the lobster and crab, of pre-eminent, size 
and excellence. 

The inhabitants of the island are without any pecu- 
liarities to distinguish them from their neighbours on 
the coast of Hampshire. The chief towns are New- 
port, East and West Cowes, Yarmouth, and Ryde ; 
to which may now be added, from the rapid increase 
of its buildings, what was till lately the village of 
Ventnor. 

In 1377, the population of the island is stated to 
have been 7099 persons; in 1777, 18,024; in 1801, 
22,602; in 1811, 25,338; in 1821, the number of 
inhabited houses was 5055, and of the* inhabitants, 
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31,611; in 1831, the number of houses was 5797 ; 
of the people, 35,363 ; of them 17,184 were males, 
and 18,179 females; in 1841, there were 20,364 
males, females 22,186, Total 42,530; inhabited 
houses were 8169 ; and it is not an uninteresting 
fact, that the number of inhabitants above and under 
20 years of age is about equal. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CONCISE VIEW OF THE MOST REMARKABLE PARTICULARS 
IN THE MILITARY HI8TORY OF THE ISLAND. 

Thb earliest recorded account of this island, is that 
which states the staple or settled mart of tin to have 
been removed hither from Cornwall. It was then 
known to the Marseillese traders in this commodity, 
by the name of the island Ictis ; and was afterwards 
called Vectis by the Romans: both names being 
probably derived from the British Guith, or Guict, 
signifying the divorced, or separated. 

The Emperor Vespasian was the first who planted 
the Roman standard in the Isle* of Wight, daring the 
reign of the emperor Claudius, a.d. 43. Tradition 
says, though there is not the least remaining vestige 
of Roman architecture to support the assertion, that 
the conquerors built a fortress on the site of Caris- 
brook, and formed it into a station. 

To the mild and civilising sway of the Romans, 
succeeded the dominion of the furious and devasta- 
ting Saxons, who obtained possession of the Isle of 
Wight in 530. With Cerdic and Cinric at their 
head, they overcame the unhappy islanders, and made 
a dreadful slaughter of them at Carisbrook. 
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In 661, it was attacked and laid waste by Wulphur, 
king of Mercia, who gave it to Edelwach, king of the 
South Saxons, & pious present to his baptismal spon- 
sor. Under him it continued till 696, when Cead- 
walla, a lineal descendant of Cerdic, and king of 
Wessex, destroyed Edelwalch, and annexed this ter- 
ritory to his own dominions. The poor uninstructed 
islanders being still idolaters, their new master, in a 
fit of diabolical zeal, resolved to exterminate three- 
fourths of their number ; and in consequence of a tow 
which he had made when, attempting the conquest of 
the island, to " devote the remainder to the Lord/' 

From 897 to 1066, the island suffered greatly from 
the predatory visits of the Danes. Unmerciful but- 
chery and wasting conflagration characterised their 
exploits. It suffered also from the invasions of Earl 
Godwin and his son Tosti. 

On the conquest of England, 1066, by William 
the Norman, that monarch bestowed the Isle of Wight 
on his kinsman, William Fitz-Osborne, to be held by 
him as freely as the king himself held the realm of 
England. Fitz-Osborne was William's confidential 
friend, and he had been marshal of the Norman army 
at the battle of Hastings. This baron distributed 
the lands thus conferred on him, among his depend* 
ents. What became, in the mean time, of the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of the island, we are not informed ; 
it is likely that many of them perished through want; 
while others, for the sake of a subsistence, were obli- 
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ged to become slaves on . the . lands which they, had 
formerly held as their own. 

The Island was again granted to a subject, by Henry 
I.; who gave it to Richard deRedvers, a Norman 
baron. In .1135, it descended to his son Baldwin; 
who, espousing the party of. the empress Maud, en- 
deavoured, but in vain, to defend this territory against 
King Stephen. He was obliged to fly for his life ; 
but afterwards, when the accommodation between 
the contending parties took place, he was restored to 
his possessions. 

It afterwards came into the possession of the coun- 
tess Isabella, who,, on the decease of her lord, chose 
Carisbrook Castle for the place of her abode ; where 
she lived for some years in almost regal splendour ; 
administering justice, dispensing charity, and heaping 
donations, (according to the fashion of the times,) 
on , the numerous monasteries under her protection. 
On her death-bed, it appears that she was prevailed 
onto alienate to the crown this valuable lordship, for 
the sum of 6000 marks, (about 40001. sterling,) which 
can never, by* any reasonable mode of calculating the 
value of money, be supposed to have been the real 
worth .of the island in the thirteenth century. This 
transaction took place in the year 1293. 

Soon after Edward the. First had purchased the 
island, the preparations of Philip king of France, 
to invade England, made him apprehensive for the 
safety of. this part of his dominions. He therefore 
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gave a commission to the bishop of Winchester, Adam 
de Gordon, and Sir Richard de Affeton, to act as 
wardens of the Isle of Wight. 

It was not attacked during that war, and it con- 
tinued, unmolested till the thirteenth year of Edward 
III., during whose contest for the crown of France, 
the enemy landed in the eastern extremity of the 
island, in considerable force. They t were warmly 
opposed by the wardens and inhabitants, and were 
obliged to retire with loss to their shipping. 

The situation of the island, immediately opposite 
to the coast of. France, rendered it always liable to 
visits from the French, before the existence of those 
castles, which Henry VIII. very prudently erected. 
There was scarcely a war . with . France, from the 
thirteenth to the seventeenth century, in which some 
attempts at invasion were not made. This perpetual 
insecurity caused many of the inhabitants to quit 
the island; so that Edward III. was obliged to en* 
force their residence, by an order to the. wardens 
to confiscate the land of those who . did not imme- 
diately return. 

Early in the reign of Richard I. the French landed 
with considerable force, proceeded into the interior, 
and attacked Carisbrook castle. It ..was gallantly 
defended by Sir Hugh Tyrell, and the invaders were 
obliged to retire, but. not until they had extorted a 
contribution of 1000 marks from the inhabitants. 

In the fifth year of Henry V., a large party of 
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French landed, for the purpose, as they said, of keep- 
ing Christmas. Their entertainment, however, was 
a sorry one : for they were repulsed with great loss. 

; In the thirty-sixth year of Henry VIII., D'Anne- 
baut, the French admiral, landed 2000 men in three 
different parts of the island. Their intention was 
to take possession, and to fortify it for their master, 
the king of France. Finding this scheme imprac- 
ticable, they proceeded to burn and destroy whatever 
they could. But Richard Worsley, captain of the 
island, coming upon them, drove them to their ships, 
with the loss of the admiral and great part of his 
forces. * 

Early in the civil wars of the seventeenth century, 
the parliament became possessed of the island by the 
removal of Jerome, earl of Portland, who was warmly 
attached to the royal cause, from the government of it. 
The reasons assigned for imprisoning this nobleman 
were, his being a favourer of popery, and a thought- 
less expenditure of the ammunition entrusted to his 
care. The first and most important of these charges 
was completely refuted by a petition presented to 
parliament in his favour by the principal inhabitants; 
to whom he was much endeared by the affability of 
his manners, and his generous hospitality. 

'During the civil war, the principal inhabitants 
espoused the cause of the' king, but the commonalty 
that ' of the parliament, the forces of the latter 
attacked Carisbrdok Castle. 
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The countess of Portland, Who held possession of 
it, notwithstanding the disproportion between the 
besiegers and the garrison, was determined not to 
surrender the castle, without the assurance of receiving 
honourable terms of capitulation. She animated her 
little band both by persuasion and example. Seizing 
a lighted match, she walked resolutely to one of the 
bastions, declaring that she would herself discharge 
the. first cannon against the assailants. Her heroic 
conduct gained for her favourable terms. 

The governor appointed by the parliainentwas the 
earl of Pembroke ; who, according to Clarendon's 
account of him, seems to have had that pliant sort 
q£ disposition which accommodates itself to times 
and cinnimstances,and never stands in the way of 
preferment* 

To him succeeded Colonel Hammond, who presi- 
ded |n the castle during the whole period of the 
imprisonment of King Charles the First. From this 
time the history of the Isle of Wight happily ceases 
to afford any furtherjoulitary anecdote; if we except 
the unsuccessful attempt of Captain Burley to excite 
an insurrection of the islanders in favour of Charles. 
This gentlemen ha4 been a captain in the navy, but 
he was deprived of his command when the fleet 
rebelled against the king. Declaring in his majesty's 
favour, he then entered the army, and was made a 
general of the ordnance. At the close of the war, 
he retired into this island, which was his native place. 
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After Charles's refusal to accede to the propositions 
brought to him by commissioners from the parliament, 
Hammond thought proper to put the king under close 
confinement. This at first excited great discontent 
at Newport ; when the loyal Burley, who happened 
to be there, was seized with such an enthusiasm of 
indignation, that, being a man of more courage than 
prudence, he immediately caused a drum to be beaten ; 
and putting himself at the head of the people who 
flocked together, he cried out, " For God, the king, 
and the people !" and offered to lead ' them into the 
castle to rescue the king. His majesty's servants 
who had some time before been obliged to quit the 
castle, were active in suppressing the tumult ; but 
the captain paid dearly for his precipitation. Ham- 
mond caused him to be apprehended ; the parliament 
without delay sent down a commission to bring him 
to trial ; he was indicted for high treason, for 
levying war against the king, and engaging the 
kingdom in a new war. He was condemned to be 
hanged, -drawn, and quartered. Lord Clarendon 
thinks bis case very < important, on account of the 
terror which it struck into the nation at large; "this 
being the first precedent of the parliament's having 
brought any man to a formal legal trial by the law 
to deprive him of his life, and make him guilty of 
high treason, for adhering to the king." 
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CHAPTER III. 

A TOUB OF THE ISLE 'OF WIGHT. 

SECTION I. 

From Southampton to Cowes, Newport, SfC. 

The voyage from Southampton to the Isle of Wight 
is very pleasant. Steam vessels, and several sailing 
packets, ply the passages at different time of the dtfy 
in summer. The time by the steam vessels is about an 
hour and a quarter. In sailing down the noble Estuary 
of Southampton Water, there appear behind us, 
along the shores of the upper part of the bay, the 
village called Four Posts, Freeman tie House, and 
above it, the church and village of Millbrook, with 
several contiguous villas. On the opposite side is 
Eling, with its church on a gentle eminence ; below 
it, is the spacious powder magazine, an appendage of 
Portsmouth arsenal. Still keeping the eye along this 
finely- wooded shore, Hythe is seen, with its agreeably 
situated villas, its comfortable habitations, and its neat 
new chapel. Beyond it as we advance, is Cadland ; 
Fawley, almost embosomed in woods ; and Calshot 
castle, with its moat and platform. Below South* 
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ampton, to the north-east, is the month of the river 
Itchen, rendered conspicuous by the increasing traf- 
fic of the new docks. On the eastern bank of the 
bay are the elegant marine villa and decorated 
pleasure grounds, which commemorate the fine taste 
of the late William Chamberlayne, esq., several 
times a representative of Southampton in parliament, 
who died in December, 1829. Closely adjoining are 
the venerable ruins of Netley Abbey, and the ancient 
fort, of the period of Henry VIII., but lately con- 
verted into a neat residence with due regard to its 
original character. 

Below these are two villas ; then Hamble church 
and the mouth of Hamble river, and, on the Opposite 
side of the Hamble river, Hook House. The various 
changes of situation, from the course of the vessel, 
part of the shore appearing more fully, while another 
part sinks into distance, add greatly to the beauty of 
the bay, which has been thought by some to resemble 
the bay of Naples. 

After passing Calshot, Eaglehurst tower presents 
itself on the shore to the right ; Spithead, with its 
4eet, enriches the view to the left ; and Cowes har- 
bour lies in front. The Motherbank and the quar- 
antine station appear below West Cowes. Vessels 
.'passing in every direction give animation to the 
expanse of water. A long range of the Isle of 
Wight, from Ryde to within the Needles, opens 
gradually on the eye ; and the heights of Portsdown, 
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crowned with the column that commemorates Nelson, 
finish and harmonize with a scene associated with all 
the naval triumphs with which the God of hosts has 
favoured the defenders of Britain. 

West Comes, at which we land, is the principal port 
of the island. Standing on the declivity of a hill, at 
the mouth of the river Medina, the town is in general 
pleasant end airy; hut its first appearance on landing 
gives no very favourable impression; the streets being 
narrow. Yet it is very convenient for sea-bathing, 
at any state of the tide, in commodious machines 
placed on a fine beach, at the west side of the castle. 
Warm baths are also provided. The neighbourhood 
of Cowes, with its extensive sea prospects, and its 
inland views, which the river embellishes,- is highly 
pleasant. It was in the year 1512, that the Boyal 
Yacht Squadron, then first instituted, appointed this 
beautiful and safe harbour as their head quarters ; 
and ever since that time, this laudable institution, 
which combines utility with amusement, and affords 
much encouragement to many worthy mariners, has 
been supported with an active and a magnificence 
honourable to its noble and wealthy patrons. 

The selection of Cowes harbour by this spirited 
institution has greatly added to the prosperity of this 
little town, and has mainly contributed to increase 
the number of villas, of various character, which 
now distinguish and adorn the immediate neighbour* 
hood. Among these are conspicuous the Royal Yacht 
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Squadron house, and the new chapel on the West 
Cliff. The mansion of the Yacht Club is pointed 
out by its semaphore, for transmitting signals to the 
vessels in the offing. The new chapel attests the 
taste aud beneficence of a lady resident in its neigh- 
bourhood, Mrs. Godwin, who gave the land on which 
it stands, erected the building at her sole expense, 
and settled on it the endowments which the present 
laws require. With similar bounty, the late George 
Ward, Esq. enlarged and improved the parish church 
or chapel. The burial place of Mr. Ward's family, 
in Cowes Chapel, is distinguished by a fine monu- 
ment, in memory of Mrs. Ward. As West Cowes 
is considered a hamlet in the parish of Northwood, the 
chapel is a dependency on that parish church. There 
are also convenient places of worship of the Roman 
Catholic, Independent, andWesleyan denominations. 

The Marine Hotel, the Vine, and the Fountain, are 
the principal inns. The lodging houses are numerous. 
There are circulating libraries in the town, and 
various charitable societies. 

During the season, when the vessels of the Yacht 
Club assemble and hold their regattas, the harbour 
and the adjoining channels, east and west, afford a 
perpetual moving panorama, graced with all the life 
and activity, which vessels of all sizes, maneuvering 
or employed in all directions, impart to an ample and 
various roadstead, skirted in all quarters by beautiful 
shores. 



COWES CASTLE. — WALKS, ETC. 21 

The old castle at West Cowes was one of that 
chain of forts which were built by Henry VIII., about 
a.d. 1539, to defend this part of our coasts, before 
our navy became powerful. It had formerly a coun- 
terpart on the eastern side of the Medina: memorials 
of the existence of the latter being preserved, both 
by the name of Old Castle Point, and by an ancient 
couplet, involving a very sorry pun : 

The two great Cowes, that in loud thunder roar, 
This on the eastern that on the western shore. 

The walk called the Parade, from the Marine 
Hotel to tbe end of the West Cliff, is a very agree- 
able part of the neighbourhood, from the sea view 
spread before it. 

The ship-building establishments of Cowes are of 
considerable celebrity, and are generally in full 
employment: the activity and skill of Mr. White 
and his son, in particular, having been successfully em- 
ployed and proved in many fast- sailing vessels of 
their construction. 

On the opposite shore of the river, across a short 
ferry, is a smaller town of East Cowes ; now likely 
to become a place of more importance, as the 
Government has lately purchased Osborne House, 
in the immediate neighbourhood; and where her 
Majesty spends several weeks in the summer with the 
youthful Princes and Princesses. 

Osborne House is a plain substantial building, 
erected probably during the reign of the second 
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George. The mansion stands farther from the sea 
than Norris Castle, and is otherwise more secluded. 
The annexed plan will explain to the reader the 
relative situation of the two estates, and their con- 
nection with East Cowes. Government has recently 
enlarged the grounds, by the addition of several 
acres of land, known as Barton Farm, and where 
an additional building has been erected for the conve- 
nience of her Majesty's suite, and great additions to 
the original building. 

The grounds of Norris Castle, formerly the pro* 
perty of the Seymour family, join the domains of 
her Majesty. This splendid castellated mansion is a 
very imposing object in the voyage from Southampton 
or Cowes to Portsmouth or Ryde ; it was honoured 
as the residence of her present Majesty when Princess 
Victoria, and her illustrious mother, some years 
ago. 

This part of the island is likely to have a great 
accession of visitors from another cause. A large 
tract of ground, noticed in the plan as East Cowes 
Park, has lately been purchased by Mr. Brooks, who 
has laid it out for building on, either as detached 
villas, or in rows as terraces : the centre, containing 
twenty-two acres, is to be left as gardens. The Park 
slopes to the banks of the river Medina, and every 
part commands an extensive sea view over Cowes 
harbour. A public road (on sufferance) has been 
made through the Park, which opens into the main 
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road to Newport, immediately opposite the entrance 
to Osborne House. 



We now take the road to Newport, and arriving 
at the tract called Parkhurst Forest, we soon reach 
the extensive military buildings, called, in honour of 
his late Royal Highness the Duke of York and 
Albany, Commander in Chief at the time when they 
were built, Albany Barracks ; originally erected for 
the depots of foreign regiments. In the immediate 
neighbourhood there has lately been erected a spa- 
cious building to serve the purpose of a penitentiary, 
for juvenile offenders, or rather a model prison, the 
arrangement and classification on the plan of that 
at Pontonville, but here it is restricted to juvenile 
offenders. 

At no great distance, on the left of the road, stands 
the well-regulated House of Industry, which has long 
done credit to its conductors, the gentlemen and 
clergy of the island. The act of parliament for its 
establishment was procured in 1770; since which 
time, its operation has been so beneficial, that the 
poor's rate has been reduced more than one half, 
and a considerable part of the money borrowed for 
commencing the plan has been paid off; while the 
poor have been well provided for; and their children 
instructed, and trained to habits of industry. 

It may be called, to use a modern term, " a 
Union," as it is the only Poor-house in the island, and 



24 NEWPORT. 

thus unites all the parishes. 

Proceeding from this situation, Newport lies in the 
next valley. 

NEWPORT, 

The capital of the island, and conveniently placed 
nearly in its centre, is a pleasant and populous town. 
The river Medina forms a communication by water 
with Cowes, navigable for barges and vessels of small 
burden, and highly agreeable for pleasure boats. The 
neighbouring country, and the banks of the Medina, 
afford pleasant walks. 

The town is regularly built, and has handsome 
shops and good inns, with an excellent Guildhall, 
erected after a design by Mr. Nash, with every appro- 
priate convenience as a court of justice. The Council 
Chamber is ornamented with a fine portrait of the 
late Sir L. T. W. Holmes, bart., by Owen, presented 
to the old corporation by the inhabitants of Newport, 
as a token of their esteem for that gentleman. The 
markets are held on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
A cattle market is held every Wednesday fortnight, 
and it is well attended. The manufacture of lace 
employs a number of persons. Large quantities of 
earthenware are brought from a distance to a Fair 
held at Whitsuntide ; on which occasion it is usual 
for the islanders to lay in a stock. The town is well 
supplied with water ; several wells have been sunk, 
and pumps erected for the use of the public. A 
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fine stratum of pore water flows under the whole 
town, at the depth of from 100 to 150 feet. 

The Church, which stands in the centre of one of 
the squares, consists principally of a nave and two 
side aisles, with a square tower. " It was probably," 
observes the historian of the island, " a work of pro- 
gressive execution according to the abilities of the 
townsmen who built it ; and those mechanical pro- 
fessions that contributed to carry it on, set up the 
insignia of their occupations, as hammers, shears, 
&c, to perpetuate their liberality. Some of these 
symbolical representations are yet to be seen, under 
a small pediment in the centre of the south side of 
the building ; successive repairs have probably de- 
stoyed the rest. The inhabitants had, however, no 
burial-place till the time of Queen Elizabeth, when, 
the plague being at Newport, they obtained that 
privilege, there not being sufficient room to bury their 
dead at Carisbrook, the mother church. The pulpit 
is a curious piece of antiquity ; it is of wainscot, 
richly ornamented with carved emblematical figures, 
disposed in the pannels round it representing the 
liberal sciences and cardinal virtues. Under the 
sounding board is the date of 1636." The most 
considerable monument is that of Sir Edward Horsey, 
whose figure in armour, uncommonly well executed 
in alabaster, lies on the tomb, under a decorated 
niche. He was Captain of the island from 1565 to 
1582. The abundance of game in the island is 

c3 
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ascribed to his care ; he is said to have given a lamb 
for every hare that was brought to him alive from the 
neighbouring counties. His epitaph gives him credit 
for qualities greatly superior to those of the mere 
sportsman ; as a lover of justice, a faithful friend, a 
benevolent man, and a favourer of true religion. A 
modern brass plate within the screen, near the com- 
munion table, commemorates the burial-place of 
Elizabeth, second daughter of Charles I., who died 
a prisoner in Carisbrook Castle, September 8th, 1650, 
aged 14. The vault containing her coffin was dis- 
covered in 1793 ; its position was, previously to that 
time, notified only by a plain stone, with the initials 
E. S. (Elizabeth Stuart.) 

The dissenters of various denominations have also 
their respective places of worship ; the congregational 
or independent dissenters, the Wesleyan and Primi- 
tive Methodists, the Baptists, the Unitarians, and 
the Roman Catholics. 

In addition to Sunday and charity schools, two 
considerable public institutions for popular instruction 
have been established; one, by members of the 
established church, on the Rev. Dr. Bell's plan, the 
other by dissenters, on the method of the British and 
Foreign School Society, which originated with 
Joseph Lancaster. 

The Free School, which is a plain stone building, 
with convenient apartments for the master, was built 
by public subscription, in the reign of James I. The 
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school-room, which is fifty feet long, is remarkable 
for being the place in which the commissioners from 
the parliament held a conference with Charles I. 

Newport was probably of little consequence till 
the reign of Henry II., as it seems to have been 
without a church till that time. It first sent mem- 
bers to parliament in the twenty-third year of Edward 
I., but whether they represented this borough only, 
or the island at large, is uncertain. It was first 
incorporated by charter in the first year of James I.; 
it is now governed by a mayor, alderman, and Town 
Council. It sends two members to parliament. 
Here is also a Court of requests, for the recovery of 
debts to the amount of five pounds, extending through 
the island. It was established by act of parliament 
in 1806. 

The town is lighted with gas. A public library 
was established by subscription in the year 1810, 
which is called the Isle of Wight Institution, 
There are more than one hundred subscribers, inclu- 
ding the principal nobility and gentlemen of the island; 
the Earl of Yarborough is the president. The mem- 
bers are introduced by ballot, and specific regulations 
have been formed for the convenience of naval and 
military officers whose residence in the island is 
temporary and uncertain. The plan is liberal and 
comprehensive; and so well has it hitherto been 
conducted, that the institution possesses an extensive 
library, which is constantly increasing. The reading 
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room is supplied with daily newspapers, and various 
reviews, magazines, &c. ; and it is open every day to 
its members ; who are allowed, also, occasionally to 
introduce their friends. 

A Mechanics' Institution has been established in 
Newport, which is now in a very flourishing state. 
It has upwards of two hundred members. A respec- 
table library has already been collected. Classes are 
formed for various objects of useful instruction, and 
lectures are given once a fortnight during the winter. 
There are also, other Reading societies of more lim- 
ited extent. 

About a mile west of Newport, on a commanding 
eminence, stand the venerable ruins of 

CARISBROOK CASTLE. 

A winding road leads to the entrance.* 

On the right is a small chapel : over the door is 
carved G. 2d, 1 738 ; and on the east side is a stone 
tablet, showing that it was repaired during the go- 
vernment of Lord Lymington : at present there is no 
service performed in it. The Mayor of Newport an- 
nually takes the oaths of office in this chapel, before 
the deputy governor of the island. 

Beyond this, on the left hand, or north side, are 
several ruins of low buildings, said to be those where 
Charles I. was confined ; and in one of them is the 
window from which he attempted to escape ; beyond 

* gee Illustration 2. 
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these are the barracks and the governor's house. 

On the north-east angle, on a mount, raised consi- 
derably above the other buildings, is the keep,* 
which is an irregular polygon. The ascent to it is by 
seventy-three steps, and in it are nine more. This 
place commands a very extensive prospect, parts of 
which presented themselves in the approach to the 
castle. Immediately beneath, are the beautiful vil- 
lage and ancient church of Carisbrook ; beyond, are 
the Solent Sea, or West Channel, and the coast of 
New Forest. Next are Newport and the Medina, 
then Cowes and the sea bevond. Further on is the 
channel to the north-east of the island, and Ports- 
down hill. To the south, the view is bounded by St. 
Catherine's hill. The very considerable extent of the 
island which enters this prospect, is in a high state of 
cultivation ; the hills teeming with abundance to their 
very summits, and some of them being cut into ter- 
races for greater convenience of tillage. 

In the south-east angle stand the remains of ano- 
ther Tower, called Mountjoy's Tower ; the walls of 
which are in many places eighteen feet thick. 

In this keep was formerly a well, said to have been 
three hundred feet deep ; but which is now partly 
filled up with rubbish, as being useless and dangerous. 

There is likewise another remarkably deep well, 
covered over by a house, which furnishes crystal wa- 
ter of uncommon excellence. Its depth is about two 

* See Illustration 3. 
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hundred and ten feet : water thrown into it is nearly 
four seconds of time in falling ; and, when it strikes 
the water below, a surprisingly loud sound is emitted. 
The water is drawn by a wheel, worked by an ass ; 
one of these animals died some time since, which had 
done this service during forty years. A light lowered 
into the well exhibits its great depth, and excellent 
stone lining. 

Nothing certain can be said as to the age of this 
castle. It is highly probable, that both the ancient 
Britons and the Romans availed themselves of this 
advantageous situation ; but, however that may have 
been, no part of the present building can lay claim to 
such high antiquity. It is said to have been re-edi- 
fied in the reign of Henry I., by Richard deRedvers, 
one of the lords of the island ; so that, according to 
this account, it must have been built considerably be- 
fore that time, to have stood in need of repairs. It 
was also much repaired in Queen Elizabeth's days. 

Baldwin de Redvers, one of those barons who took 
up arms against King Stephen, being driven from his 
castle at Exeter, shut himself up in this fortress. 
Stephen, however, soon attacked him, and took the 
castle at the first assault ; Baldwin found means to 
escape, and died in exile. 

But Carisbrook Castle is more conspicuous in En- 
glish history, as the prison of Charles I. Mr. Gil- 
pin's account of his imprisonment is so well drawn 
and that we shall make no apology for transcribing it. 
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" Colonel Hammond, into whose power Charles 
threw himself, was governor of the Isle of Wight. 
He seems to have been a man of humanity ; and, 
while his hands were untied, was disposed to show 
the king every civility in his power. Charles took 
his exercise on horseback, where he pleased ; though 
his motions were probably observed; and, as the 
parliament had granted him 5000/. a year, he lived a 
few months in something like royal state. 

" But this liberty was soon abridged ; his chap- 
lains and servants were first taken from him ; then, 
his going abroad in the island gave offence ; and 
soon after, his intercourse with any body but those 
set about him. So solitary where his hours, during 
a great part of his confinement, that, as he was one 
day standing near the gate of the castle, with Sir 
Philip Warwick, he pointed to an old decrepit man, 
walking across one of the courts, and said, that man 
is sent every morning to light my fire ; and is the 
the best companion I have had for many months. 

" All this severe usage Charles bore with patience 
and equanimity; and endeavoured as much as possi- 
ble to keep his mind employed. He had ever been 
impressed with serious thoughts of religion, which his 
misfortunes had now strengthened and confirmed. 
Devotion, meditation, and reading the Scriptures, 
were his great consolation. The few books he had 
brought with him into the castle, were chiefly on reli- 
gious subjects, or of a serious cast. Among them was 
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Hooper's Ecclesiastical Polity. This book, it is pro- 
bable, he had studied with great attention ; as it re- 
lated much to the national questions of that time, in 
which no man was better versed. In his slender ca- 
talogue we find also two books of amusement, Tasso's 
Jerusalem, and Spencer's Fairy Queen. If Charles 
had acted with as much judgment as he read, and had 
shown as much discernment in life as he had taste in 
the arts, he might have figured among the greatest 
princes. 

" His exercise was now much abridged. He was 
skilled in horsemanship, and fond of riding : but as 
this was refused, he spent two or three hours every 
morning in walking on the ramparts of the castle. 
Here he enjoyed, at least, a fine air, and an extensive 
prospect; though every object he saw, the flocks 
straying carelessly on one side, and the ships sailing 
freely on the others, put him in mind of that liberty, 
of which he was so cruelly deprived. In the mean 
time, he was totally careless of his person. He let 
his beard and hair grow, and was inattentive to his 
dress. 

" During the time of his imprisonment in Caris- 
brook castle, three attempts were made, chiefly by 
the gentlemen of the island, to rescue him. Lord 
Clarendon gives us a detail of two of them ; but a 
third, which he had heard of, he supposes to be a 
mere fiction. As it is mentioned, however, in the 
Worsley papers, with every mark of authenticity, and 
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as one of the principal conductors of it was a gentle- 
man of that family, there seems to be little doubt of 
its being a fact. The following is an abstract of it : — 

" By a correspondence privately settled with some 
gentlemen in the island, it was agreed, that the king 
should let himself down by a cord from a window in 
his apartment. A swift horse, with a guide, was to 
wait for him at the bottom of the ramparts ; and a 
vessel in the offing was to be ready to convey him 
where he pleased. The chief difficulty was, how the 
king should get between the iron bars of his window. 
But Charles assured them he had tried the passage, 
and did not doubt but it was sufficiently large. But 
on the sign being given, and the king beginning the 
attempt, he soon found he had made a false calcula- 
tion. Having protruded his head and shoulders, he 
could get no further : and what was worse, he could 
not draw himself back. His friends at the bottom 
heard him groan in his distress, but were unable to 
relieve him. At length, however, by repeated efforts, 
he got himself disengaged ; but made, at that time, 
no further attempt. Afterwards he contrived to saw 
the bars of the window asunder ; and another scheme 
was laid ; but the particulars of this Lord Clarendon 
details. 

" The treaty of Newport soon followed ; after 
which Charles was seized by the army, and carried a 
prisoner to Hurst Castle. In his way thither he met 
Mr. Worsley, one of the gentlemen who risked his 
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life for him at Carisbrook. Charles wrung his hand 
with affection, and pulling his watch out of his pocket, 
gave it to him, saying, " This is all my gratitude has 
to give." 

" This watch is still preserved by the Rev. James 
Worsley, of Bellingham. It is of silver, large and 
clumsy in its form. The case is neatly ornamented 
with filigree ; but the movements are of very ordinary 
workmanship, and wound up with catgut."* 

On the king's death, this castle was made a prison 
for his children : here died the princess Elizabeth, 
whom the levelling rulers of that time are said to 
have intended to apprentice to a button-maker. She 
was buried at Newport : where the leaden coffin, en- 
closing her remains, was discovered some years ago, 
in a vault under the chancel. 

The duke of Gloucester, after remaining at Caris- 
brook, with his tutor Mr. Lovel, till he was twelve 
years of age, was permitted to go to Holland. Ca- 
risbrook Castle was used as a prison by Cromwell 
also, and by Charles II. 

* Gilpin on the Western Farts of England, pp. 316—325. 



35 



CHAPTER IV. 

WESTERN TOUR. 

Taking Newport as the centre of the Island, we 
propose to divide it into three different Tours, which 
will allow the traveller to take a general view of 
every part of the island, and return to sleep at his 
head-quarters ; but should he be disposed to survey 
more minutely many of the beautiful spots that will 
constantly arrest his attention ; or dwell more on the 
natural curiosities with which the island abounds, he 
will find accommodation at very respectable inns at 
the back of the island. 

FROM NEWPORT TO FRESHWATER, NEEDLE ROCKS, 

YARMOUTH, &C 

Chaises, sociables, &c. are provided at Newport. 

From Newport to Shorwell 5| miles. 

Brixton 2 

Mottiston 2 

Brook Down 2 

Freshwater Gate 4 

To and from Needles point, about 6 

Yarmouth 6 

Calbourn » . 6 

Swainston 2 

Newport 4 
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Quitting Newport by High Street, we pass through 
New Village, and take the road to the 

VILLAGE OF CARISBROOK. 

This place is abundantly watered by a fine stream. 

The parish church is ancient, dating its first founda- 
tion before the conquest. On the north side is a 
round arched door, of the latest Norman style. Its 
lofty Gothic tower, furnished with turret and four 
pinnacles, is supposed to be of the fourteenth century. 
It has a good peal of eight bells. 

Carisbrook had formerly a convent of Cistercian 
monks, on the site of which stands a farm-house, 
called the Priory. At the east end of the church, is 
part of a stone with the figure of one the priors. 

On the north wall of the church is a monument of 
Lady Wedham, second wife of Sir Nicholas Wedham, 
captain of the island in the time of Henry II. 
Against one of the pillars hangs a wooden monumen- 
tal tablet, with a curious allegorical representation 
and inscription, to the memory of William Keeling, 
Esq., groom of the chamber to James I., and general 
for the " honourable East India Adventurers." 

Following the road on the left, we have good views 
of the castle and church. About half a mile from 
Carisbrook we pass the pleasant village of Clatterford. 
The road continues sometimes on the side of hills, 
and sometimes winding at their foot, graced with a 
profusion of vigorous elms, till we reach 
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SHORWRLL, 

a delightful village in a valley. Its church has a neat 
spire, and a stone pulpit. Here are several handsome 
monuments of the Leigh family ; and, in the chancel, 
a stone slab inlaid with an ancient figure of Sir 
Richard Bethell, vicar of the parish, who died in 1 518. 

Here embossed in its coeval elms, stands North- 
court, the seat of the late Richard Bell, Esq. 
Though nearly surrounded by hills, it enjoys, from 
a terrace in the garden, a fine sea view. 

Immediately beyond this, a rustic foot-bridge, fan- 
cifully constructed of the peeled branches of trees, 
is thrown across the road, high over head. 

A severe domestic affliction led the late owner of 
this place to erect, in an appropriate recess of these 
grounds, a mausoleum to the memory of a beloved 
daughter. 

As we proceed, the country on the left opens very 

extensively, taking in a distant view of St. Catherine's, 

and a grand sweep of the sea, — 

" Main ocean bursting on the sight, 
Magnificent and vast/' 

The road now lies, in this Garden of England, 
through the midst of cornfields of uncommon rich- 
ness. We next descend into the valley, in which 
stands the village of 

BRIXTON. 

In this village that eminent philanthropist the late 
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William Wilberforce occasionally resided, towards 
the close of his life, during the time that his son was 
the rector of the parish.* 

The church is dedicated to St. Mary, and consists 
of a body, chancel, and south aisle ; it has a low 
tower and a leaden spire. The parish of Brixton 
was taken out of that of Calbourne, which was part 
of the ecclesiastical possessions of Winchester. It 
is a rectory, and in the gift of the Bishop of the see. 

The village of Brixton is about a mile from the 
coast; on which are several smaller chines, which 
would scarcely be worth a visit, unless the tourist has 
ample time, and came to the island with the intention 
of seeing every thing, the least remarkable, in it. 
Pursuing the main road, we soon reach 

MOTTISTON. 

Which also has a church ; it is dedicated to St. Peter 
and St. Paul, and consists of a body and chancel, 
separated by an arch, with north and south aisles. 



* Sir James Mackintosh has left this vivid sketch of Mr, 
Wilberforce's character: — "Ardent without turbulence, mild 
without timidity or coldness, neither yielding to difficulties, 
nor disturbed or exasperated by them ; patient and meek, yet 
intrepid ; persisting for more than forty years through good 
report and evil report ; just and charitable, even to his most 
malignant enemies ; unwearied in every experiment to disarm 
the prejudices of his most rational and disinterested opponents, 
and supporting the zeal without dangerously exciting the pas- 
sions of his adherents." — Sir James Mackintosh's Diary. 



BROOK 39 

The rectory is in the gift of the descendants of John 
Leigh, Esq. 

On an eminence near the village are two stones, 
one standing upright, the other lying on the ground, 
which may lead to the conjecture that they formed part 
of a cromlech ; although it is far too doubtful to he 
stated as a fact. 

In a short mile from Mottiston, we reach the village of 

BROOK. 

This village lies in a kind of recess formed by two 
eminences rising on either side. From the church is 
a fine sea view, looking over a chine, which, taking 
the name of the village, is called Brook Chine. It 
is one of the principal of the many chines in this 
part of the coast. 

Brook church consists of a body, and chancel, 
with a tower on the south side : on the north side is 
a chapel, in which is the family vault of the Bower- 
mans, to whom the manor formerly belonged. The 
rectory is in the gift of some member of the family. 

Ascending Brook down, the view grows very ex- 
tensive; but its widest command is from the lofty 
summit of Afton down, to which we slowly proceed. 
This is five hundred feet above the sea ; and from 
hence we look back over the fertile country we have 
quitted, till interrupted by the bold and kindred eleva- 
tion of St. Catherine's. A wide extent of Hampshire, 
the cliffs of the isle of Purbeck, and, in very cleai 
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weather, even the distant shores of Portland, enter 
within the view. 

The next object in our route, is Fresh-water gate, 
near which is a splendid Hotel, commanding a fine 
sea view ; here, also, is the accomodation of bathing 
machines. But before we arrive at the village seve- 
ral tumuli, or barrows, will be seen, which tell us 
that at some early period of time this part of the 
island has been the theatre of some, perhaps many, 
sanguinary conflicts. 

Immediately on arriving, it will be prudent to in- 
quire at what time the tide will permit an approach 
to Freshwater cave ; which cannot be entered except 
about low water, at spring tides. It is an excavation 
made beneath a lofty cliff by the continual assaults of 
the sea. Fragments of rock, which storms have 
brought down in the course of ages, form its rude 
but appropriate pavement. Its roof is hung with 
masses of the same description. 

The entrance to it is the rugged segment of a 
large circle, the span of which is about thirty-five 
feet, and height twenty, and it penetrates under the 
impending cliff nearly forty yards.* 

* " The formation of Freshwater cave is evidently owing to 
the different hardness of the several strata, and to the fissures 
which run through them at nearly right angles to their direc- 
tion. These fissures, of course, in the present inverted situa- 
tion of the strata, are nearly horizontal. When the sea has 
worn away the softer stratum to a certain depth, the part of 
that stratum above the excavation, and below the next great 
fissure, drops out for want of support, and is soon carried away 
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Tradition connects with the melancholy grandeur 
of this cavern, the story of a poor French prisoner, 
who, having escaped from his confinement, concealed 
himself here and was starved to death. 

" Day after day, 
Sad at the gloomy cavern's mouth he sat, 
And viewed the main that ever toils beneath ; 
Still fondly forming in the farthest verge, 
"Where the round ether mixes with the wave, 
Ships dim discovered, dropping from the clouds ; 
At evening to the setting sun he turned 
A mournful eye, and down his dying heart 
Sunk helpless." 

It is however recommended to visit the cave in a 
boat at high water, when it is accessible ; but this is 
safe only when the water is smooth, so as to admit 
an easy gliding into it ; a moderate gale of wind 
drives the waves into its deep recess with great 
violence. 

On the opposite side of Freshwater bay is an ar- 
ched rock, which has been gradually formed by the 

by the eddies of the ingulfed waves and the attrition of the 
loose flints in stormy weather; thus galleries are formed in the 
softer strata, but even the hardest parts are not of equal soli- 
dity throughout : they also have fissures, and through them 
the waves gradually corrode their way, forming rude arches of 
various and beautiful forms ; until by degrees the outer parts 
become too weak to support the incumbent hill ; which falls 
in, and the cave assumes a new face; That this has repeatedly 
been the case, the numerous remains of pillars of different 
heights in that part of the bay contiguous to the cave abund- 
antly prove."— Sir H. Englqfield's Description of the Isle of 
Wight. 

D 3 
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beating of the waves. On the shore above is a high 
pebbly beach, terminated by a beetling cliff ; the cliffs 
extend along this line of coast to the most western 
point, where they terminate at Scratchell's bay, and 
the Needle rocks. 

Near Freshwater gate the river Yar has its rise, 
which, taking a northerly direction, widens in its 
course until it empties itself into the West Channel, 
thus forming this part of the island into a small 
peninsula. 

The next point of interest to which the visitor 
will be conducted is the Needle Rocks : the approach 
to these may be either by a walk along the high down, 
where he will have most extensive and magnificent 
sea views, embracing the whole of the south-western 
coast extending to Rocken End ; or there is a good 
carriage way over the down somewhat more inland. 
The distance from Freshwater Gate to the light house 
at St. Christopher's is about three miles. 

The Light House stands near the extremity of the 
down, on St. Christopher's Cliff, upwards of 600 
feet above the sea, and the Needle Rocks immediately 
beneath. These, though said to have been named 
from their resemblance to needles, are at present 
more the shape of wedges set up on their bases, 
"like the ragged grinders of a stupendous jaw." 
Till the year 1 764, however, one remained, which in 
figure was not unlike a needle. This tapering col- 
umn towered nearly one hundred and eighty feet 
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above the level of the sea ; but being, in process of 
time, worn away at the bottom, it yielded at length 
to the fury of the storm, one boisterous night, and 
sunk into the sea with a tremendous crash, the shock 
of which is said to have beenfelt as far as Southampton. 
In the month of May, prodigious flights of sea 
birds, of different species, assemble and breed in 
Freshwater Cliffs ; which they leave, with their new 
generation, about the beginning of August. Their 
numbers can only be described by the hyperbolical 
expression of darkening the air. They sit commonly, 
when they are not in motion, on the ledges of the 
cliffs in the crannies of which they breed. In the 
views of this rocky coast, these flights of birds 
should never be forgotten, as they may well be num- 
bered among its picturesque appendages. 

The mode of taking the eggs of these birds, which 
the ingenuity of man has contrived, will not be un- 
interesting to the reader. He Axes an iron crow 
firm in the ground, and tying a rope tight to it, lets 
himself down with a basket in his hand, among the 
middle regions of the cliffs, which the fowls inhabit. 
His appearance frightens them immediately from their 
recesses. He then examines the parts of the rock 
from which they chiefly escape; and scrambling 
about by the help of his rope, he fills his basket with 
their eggs. 

From the lighthouse, the view over the island is 
very extensive, as well as on the West Channel, nar- 
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rowed at its mouth by the long beach on which Hurst 
Castle stands ; and beyond which the sea breaks on 
the wide-stretched shore of Christchurch Bay. The 
town of Southampton and the high ground beyond 
it, may also be seen with a glass in clear weather. 

The light-house contains ten Argand lamps, with 
a deep concave reflector of copper behind each, pla- 
ted with silver, and kept delicately bright. In the 
day time a curtain is placed before them : it having 
been found that the wick of a lamp in a similar situ- 
ation had actually taken fire, from the concentration 
of the sun's rays on it by a concave reflector. 

This interesting part of the island may be more 
minutely surveyed, when the weather suits, by taking 
a boat at Freshwater, and sailing by the cliffs, through 
ScratchelTs Bay, to the Needles ; and should there 
be time even to extend the aquatic excursion to 
Alum Bay: the magnificent scenery of this bay 
would thus be surveyed to the greatest advantage.* 

On leaving this extreme point of the island, we 
trace a considerable part of the same road again, and 
Boon after quitting it, pass Farringford Hill, and 
proceed to the village of 

FRESHWATER. 

The parish of Freshwater was the birth-place of 
the ingenious Dr. Hooke, whose father was the clergy* 

* The character and scenery of this bay are well described 
by Sir H. C. Englefield, in the work already quoted :— 
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man. He was an eminent member of the Royal 
Society soon after its institution ; the assosiate of 
Mr. Boyle in the invention of the air pump ; and 
the sole inventor of the pendulum spring in watches. 
He was born in 1635. 



"The chalk forms an unbroken face, everywhere nearly per- 
pendicular, and in some parts formidably projecting ; and the 
tenderest stains of ochreous yellow and greenish moist vege- 
tation vary without breaking its sublime uniformity. This 
vast wall extends more than a quarter of a mile, and is probably 
near four hundred feet in height; its termination is by a thin 
edge of bold broken outline; and the wedge-like Needle 
Rocks, rising out of the blue waters, continue the cliff in idea 
beyond its present boundery, and give an awful impression of 
the stormy ages which have gradually devoured its enormous 
mass. The pearly hue of the chalk is beyond description by 
words, probably out of the power even of the pencil." 

" The magical repose of this side of the bay is most won- 
derfully contrasted by the torn forms and vivid colouring of 
the clay cliffs on the opposite side. These offer a series of 
points of a sort,of scolloped form, and which are often quite 
sharp and spiry. Deep rugged chasms divide the strata in 
many places, and not a vestage of vegetation appears in any 
part. All is wild ruin. The tints of these cliffs are so bright 
and so varied, that they have not the appearance of any thing 
natural. Deep purplish red, dusky blue, bright ocherous 
yellow, gray nearly approaching to white, and absolute black, 
succeed each other, as sharply denned as the stripes in silk ; 
and after rain, the sun, which, from about noon till his setting, 
in summer, illuminates them more and more, gives a brilliancy 
to some of these, nearly as resplendent as the high lights on 
real silk. Small vessels often lie in this bay for the purpose 
pf loading chalk ; and they most admirably show the majestic 
size of the cliffs, under whose shade they lie, diminished almost 
to nothing." 



46 FRESHWATER CHURCH.— YARMOUTH. 

Freshwater Church, which is dedicated to All 
Saints, consists of a body and chancel, with north 
and south aisles : at the east end is a small chapel. 
In the wall of the north chapel is an arch, and under 
it a slab, on which there has been a brass effigy. 
This is supposed to be the tomb of the founder of 
the church, one of the lords of the manor of Afton. 
The patronage of Freshwater rectory was given by 
James I., to the Bishop of Lincoln, who granted it 
to St. John's College, Cambridge, the present patrons. 

We now cross the bridge, and take the road to 
Yarmouth, on the eastern side of the river, through 
a fertile valley, and have a total change of scenery, 
with good views occasionally of the heights which 
we lately quitted. After pursuing a circuitous road, 
the West Channel at length again appears : and 
passing Thorley church on the right, we arrive at* 

YARMOUTH. * 

This neat little town stands on a bank sloping to 
the sea, in a very airy situation, with pleasant views 
of the coast of Hampshire. The principal inn is the 
George, the house was erected by Govenor Sir 
Robert Holmes, 1671, for the accommodation of 
Charles II., when that monarchpaid a visit to the island. 

* There is another road to Yarmouth, on the western side 
of the river, passing through the pleasant village of Norton ; 
but in taking this route a pedestrian tour is supposed: as there 
is no bridge near to the mouth of the river, the tourist will 
have to cross it in a ferry boat. 
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Yarmouth was doubtless a town of more impor- 
tance in early times that it is at present : this is not 
only proved by the charter of privileges granted to 
it in the thirteenth century, but also by its having 
the right to send members to parliament from an 
early period, although the privilege was not exercised 
till the reign of Elizabeth, but was continued from 
that time till the passing of the Reform Act. The 
construction of the town — its many narrow streets 
intersecting each other, some of which have now but 
few houses, show its former populousness, and prob- 
ably greater extent. 

The Church at Yarmouth, which has lately under- 
gone extensive repairs, consists of a body and chan- 
cel, with a small chapel separated from the latter, 
containing a vault of the Holmes family, and a beau- 
tiful statue, in white marble, of Sir Robert Holmes, 
who died in 1692; the Latin inscription gives an 
account of martial exploits, Yarmouth is a rectory 
in the gift of the Crown and has been augmented by 
Queen Ann's bounty. 

The Castle was built at the same time as its 
neighbour on the opposite side of the channel, during 
the reign of Henry VIII., with many others within 
the Wight. It is now a little more than a stone 
platform ; there were formerly two other forts, one 
on the north-east point of land opposite to Hurst 
Castle, the other between that point and the Needles. 

The Market-house is a plain brick building; 
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sufficiently convenient for all the purposes required. 
The regular market-day is on Wednesday. The 
Town-hall is over the market. 

A Fair is held at Yarmouth annually, on St. 
James's day and the day after. 

On returning from Yarmouth, there are two roads, 
one through Shalfleet and Newtown and the other 
through Calbourne, we shall describe both. 

On leaving Yarmouth by the upper road, it con- 
ducts for some distance near the water, and presents 
fine sea views in the foreground ; and looking back, 
Lymington and Hurst Castle form an imposing fea- 
ture in the picture, with a long extent of the opposite 
coast of Hampshire ; but it soon lies more inland, 
and at a distance of four miles we reach 

SHALFLEET. 

There is nothing in the village that requires par- 
ticular notice, but the church is very ancient, and of 
a singular construction; it consists of a body, a 
chancel, and a south aisle, which are very lofty. 
The aisle is separated from the body by four Gothic 
arches rising from clustered pillars of porphyry. In 
the body of the church are several ancient grave- 
stones, of the coffin shape, but the brass plates 
being removed, the dates cannot be ascertained. In 
the north of the church is a window with some stained 
glass, in which appear the arms of Montacute, Earl of 
Salisbury, and on the south side the arms of Isabella 
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de Fortibus, who held large possessions in the island. 
Shalfleet is a vicarage in the gift of the Crown. On 
proceeding to Newport a road on the left will conduct to 

NBWTOWN. 

Newtown was formerly a place of considerable 
importance, and sent two members to parliament 
until disfranchised by the Reform Act. Its ancient 
name was Frcmcheville; but having been burnt by 
the French in the reign of Richard II., on its being 
rebuilt received the name of Newtown ; it is now 
so far reduced as to contain only fourteen houses and 
sixty-eight inhabitants, according to the census of 
1841. The salterns were also more considerable 
than at present, although some on the shore are still 
worked. The harbour is very safe and commodious, 
capable of receiving vessels of 500 tons. Insignifi- 
cent as Newtown is, it is governed by a mayor and 
burgesses, but these latter are not chosen from among 
the inhabitants generally but among those who hold 
burgage tenures. It has also its Town Hall, and 
its Council Chamber, but so little use is made of the 
latter in its official character, that visitors are allowed 
to make it a banquetting room, and may regale 
themselves, with the provisions they must bring with 
them, on curiously carved chairs which were prob- 
ably made in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 



On the other route to Newport, we leave Yar- 
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mouth by the road on the right, and soon come to 
the village of 

THORLBY, 

In which there is nothing to visit, either in the vil- 
lage itself, or the church : the latter is a small 
structure without a tower or steeple, and nothing to 
notice in the interior. It is dedicated to St. Swithin, 
and was formerly attached to the priory of Christ- 
church in Hampshire. 

Proceeding on this road, we exchange the fine sea 
views noticed in the other for scenes of cultivation, 
though at certain points not without beautiful scenery, 
and pass Ningewood and Westover, two seats ; the 
former a little distance on the left of the road, and 
the latter on approaching the village of 

CALBOURNE, 

In which there is nothing to detain a visitor, unless 
he should be disposed to visit the church, which is 
ancient ; a round-headed arch, still remaining, shows 
its first construction to be Saxon or early Norman. 
It consists of a body and cross aisle ; it was probably 
in its .first state cruciform, and is dedicated to All 
Saints ; at the north end of the aisle is a raised tomb, 
with a stone tablet, in which is inlaid a brass effigy 
of a man in complete armour with his feet on a dog ; 
by the canopy and the fashion of the armour it 
appears to be the workmanship of the 14th century. 
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At the south end is a mural monument to some 
member of the Worsley family, but much defaced. 
At about a mile beyond Calbourne is Swainston House, 
The mansion is plain, but it enjoys a wide view of 
the country towards the Channel, spread with rich 
tufted oak woods, and sweeping in elegant forms, 
with the coast of Hampshire beyond. Views of the 
same kind continue on our road, till we descend to 
Newport.* 

At about four miles from Swainston we reach 
Newport, passing through Carisbrook ; but as this 
village and the castle have been already described, 
we refer the tourist to that part for particulars, and 
leave him to pursue his journey to his domicile at the 
latter place. 



* Though Swainston is in a great degree modernised, there 
are yet remaining, in the offices, some curious fragments of 
high antiquity. A very neat Norman double-headed window 
is visible in the court ; and the outside of a very pretty chapel 
is nearly entire. These fragments are possibly a part of the 
mansion of the Bishop of Winchester, to whom, in early times, 
the manor of Swainston belonged."-— Sir H. Englefield's 
Description, p. 104. 
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CHAPTER V. 

EASTERN TOUR. 
FROM NEWPORT TO RYDE, ST. HELEN'S, BRADING, &C. 

Returning over Aahey and Arreton Down. 
From Newport to Wootton Bridge, 4 miles. 

Binstead 

Ryde 8 

St. Helen's green 4 

Yaverland 1 

To Newport (over Ashey Down, 
Arreton Down, and Long Lane) 

Ashey sea mark 2} 

Newport , 6} 



20 



Proceeding for Ryde, as we ascend the hill from 
Newport, Burton's Village appears on the right. 
On the left is a handsome establishment, used as a 
manufactory of lace. About a mile before we reach 
Wootton Bridge, on the right side of the road, stands 
a singular house, called Fernhill, built by the late 
Lord Bolton, thengovenorofthe island; the grounds 
of which are judiciously laid out, and command a 
wide extent of beautiful prospect. 
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Wootton Bridge is more properly a Causey thrown 
across a small river, to detain the tide, for the pur- 
pose of working a mill. By this means, at high 
water, a beautiful lake is formed, bordered by fine 
woods. 

On ascending from Wootton Bridge, we pass Kite 
Hill on the right, which has an extensive view towards 
the north-west. A wherry plies between this village 
and Portsmouth, every day, for the convenience of 
passengers. 

About a mile farther, at a short distance from the 
side of the new road, is Quarr Abbey. A few ves- 
tiges of the abbey church, some cellars, and the 
refectory transformed into a barn, are nearly all its 
present remains. The wall which surrounded it in 
the days of its splendour was nearly a mile in cir- 
cumference, as may still be traced. The situation is 
pleasingly secluded, being sheltered with woods, 
except where it opens to the sea. 

This monastery was a convent of Cistertains, foun- 
ded by Baldwin, earl of Devon, in the thirty-second 
year of Henry I. ; and named the abbey of Quarr, 
probably from the neighbouring quarries, whence the 
stone was supplied for building Winchester Cathedral. 
After the dissolution, the materials of the building 
were sold to a person of Southampton, who carried 
away great part of them, without respect to the 
sepulchres of many persons of rank and dignity, who 
were buried there. Among these were its founderi 

E 
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Earl Baldwin, Adeliza his countess, and Henry their 
son: the lady Cicely, second daughter of Edward 
IV. ; and William de Vernon, who bequeathed £300 
(a great sum in the thirteenth century) for the erec- 
ing of his monument. 

Returning to the direct road, and proceeding, we 
see, on the left, at two miles from Wootton Bridge, 
a road which leads to Binstead. Its very ancient 
church is small, and has nothing remarkable but a 
rude antique piece of sculpture over the key-stone 
of the north door- way, which has obtained the name 
of *' The Idol ;" the carving appears to represent a 
dragon with a waving tail, which ends in foliage; and 
under it is a billeted moulding. 

The walk from Binstead to Ryde, a distance of 
about a mile and a half, commands fine views of the 
opposite coast on the left, and on the right is seen the 
beautiful picturesque cottage at Stone-pits. At the 
junction of the walk with the high road is the hand- 
some Grecian lodge entrance to Ryde House. Few 
places are superior to this for its beautiful grounds 
richly ornamented with plantations and oak timber, 
growing to the water's edge, producing an almost 
infinite variety of charming views. 

Approaching nearer to Ryde, we pass a house 
lately erected in the old English gabled style of build- 
ing, very much ornamented, and near it are two neat 
lodging-houses. At the entrance of the town on the 
right hand is Costorphine Hill, and on the left are 
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two villas, built by the late Earl Spencer and the 
Duke of Buckingham. These delightful residences, 
surrounded by extensive lawns and shrubberies, com- 
mand most enchanting scenery. Following the main 
road, we soon arrive at the now important and 
increasing town of 

RYDE. 
Ryde is situated on the side of a hill, and is divided 
into Upper and Lower, These were, but a few years 
since, separated by fields, but are now united by a 
handsome and spacious street, called Union Street, 
in which the principal business of the town is con- 
ducted. Here are the libraries and reading rooms, 
well supplied with a variety of periodicals. Helly- 
er's is at the upper part : here also are the Post 
Office, and a branch of the Hampshire Banking 
Company, all under the same roof and conducted by 
Mr. Hellyer. Parallel with this, are several other 
spacious and well-built streets. The houses and 
cottages are particularly neat, and are decorated 
with little shrubberies. Other new streets and 
buildings are rapidly extending in every part of the 
town, and this place, which, but a few years ago, was 
nothing more than an insignificant village, is now 
assuming the appearance of a town of considerable 
importance, containing a population of more than 
4000. Several excellent hotels and boarding-houses 
afford accommodation to travellers.* 

* For the names and situations of these, see the Appendix. 
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In 1829, an Act of Parliament was obtained for 
lighting, watching, and paving the town, and for 
general improvements. Under this Act, much has been 
already accomplished. The streets have been paved, 
and other improvements are in progress. The intro- 
duction of gas lights is among these. 

The Market-house, at the upper part of the town, 
is a handsome structure, the foundation was laid in 
May, 1830. Over the centre division of the market 
are the hall and committee room for conducting the 
business of the town. The east wing is fitted up 
with spacious stalls and shops, with an avenue about 
30 feet in width, and 80 in length, entirely covered 
in. This part is for flowers, fruit, vegetables, butter, 
and eggs. The division under the hall is the corn- 
market ; the extreme part of the western wing, the 
fish-market, and the area between is fitted with 
shops for butchers and poulterers, round an open 
court* In the south elevation there is a Doric portico, 
surmounted with an Ionic portico of four columns. 
The wings are enriched by the continuation of the 
entablature of the lower order, and by the attics, and 
small pilasters in the opening for light and air. The 
whole forms a handsome ornament to the new street. 

A short distance below the market is Brigstoke 
Terrace, a splendid range of houses lately built, en- 
joying a large range of prospect, and within a con- 
venient distance of the baths and pier. This range 
of buildings, with the oak trees in the fore ground, 
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and the church and elm woods behind it, adds greatly 
to the beauty of the place, as seen from the water. 

Near the shore on the eastern Bide of the town is 
a curiously constructed house called the Douvre. 
The Castle, or Douvre Castle, as it is called, is let 
out in apartments as a lodging-house. 

One of the most important improvements of Ryde 
is the Pier ; for the erection of which an act of par- 
liament was obtained. The object of this pier is, to 
remedy the inconveniences of embarking and disem- 
barking, which, on account of the flatness of the 
shore, were very considerable. It extended originally 
from the quay to low- water mark, a distance of 2260 
feet ; but it was found not to have sufficient depth of 
water at the end to allow passengers to embark during 
the spring tides, at low water, and it has since been 
extended 200 feet and made far more commodious, 
as steam vessels can now lie on three of the four 
sides. Part of the distance it is twenty feet in width, 
built on piles driven into the earth to the depth of 
twenty-four feet, with the top constructed of arches, 
the surface of which is covered with gravel*; it 
afterwards becomes narrower, and, on each side, a 
rail extends the whole extent of the pier. Thus is a 
facility afforded of landing and embarking at all 
times of the tide, and in every situation of the wind. 

* It was originally intended to complete the whole on this 
principle; but the expense being too great, the proprietors 
were obliged to finish it in a cheaper and an inferior style. 

E 3 
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The pier supplies also an agreeable walk for the 
enjoyment of sea breezes. The necessity of erecting 
this pier arose from the awkwardness of landing at 
low water on so flat a shore. The mode of landing 
previously was by carts, which the sand was firm 
enough to bear. Less than a century ago, the shore 
was so deep in soft mud, that you could not land 
except at high water. It it a curious fact, that, in 
about half that time, subsequently, the change took 
place, which covered the mud with fine sand. The 
change, like many otherB on our shores has not been 
accounted for. The stratum of sand is thin, and, in 
digging the mud appears beneath. From the shal- 
lowness of the water above the sand, it acquires a 
great increase of temperature in hot weather, when 
the sea is calm. 

The pier company have lately connected with this 
convenient landing-place, the means of supplying ship- 
ping with water : having purchased, for this purpose, 
a piece of land at the top of West Street, and 
constructed a reservoir there, whence the water is 
conveyed by pipes to the end of the pier. Pipes are 
also laid along the principal streets ; and the elevation 
of the reservoir allows of the water being conducted 
generally into the upper stories of the houses. 

The fine open situation of Ryde, as a summer resi- 
dence ; its convenient distance from the metropolis ; 
its good and safe sea bathing, and the purity of the 
sea water; its convenience for the most agreeable 
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land and water excursions, in the midst of scenery 
most agreeable and various, can scarcely fail to raise 
its estimation with the public, and ultimately to render 
it the rival of the most popular summer resorts in 
the kingdom. 

Among the amusements of Ryde may be reckoned 
the Regatta, which usually takes place in August. 
In tins aquatic diversion, wherries and row boats 
contend for the palm of victory. There is usually a 
Regatta ball in the evening, and fire works are dis- 
played for the amusement of the less favoured. 

A Yacht Club has lately been formed at Ryde : 
this will doubtless add to its many other attractions, 
especially among those gentlemen who are devoted 
to this truly national amusement, and there are few 
places better situated for this purpose, in some 
respects. J. W. Fleming, Esq., is the Commodore of 
the squadron. 

There is nothing worthy of particular notice in 
Upper Ryde : all that has been described is in the 
lower division. A respectable inn stands at the 
upper extremity, where the road from Newport enters 
the town. 

For a further account of the town of Ryde, the rea- 
der is referred to chapter 7, and for particulars relating 
to steam vessels, to and from Cowes, Southampton, and 
Portsmouth, and the coaches to and from Newport, 
with other miscellaneous information, to the Appen- 
dix — Ryde. 
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On quitting Ryde, by the upper road on the left, 
the tourist, after passing the turnpike-gate, will soon 
come to the entrance to St. John's,* also on the leftf 
the house stands at some distance from the lodge, on 
rising ground, and commands a most extensive pros- 
pect, not only the expanse of water lying beneath the 
eye, but the whole range of the shore extending to 
Calshot Castle, including Gosport and Portsmouth, 
with all the prominent objects on the coast, to a con- 
siderable distance on the right. Not far from St. 
John's is St. Clare, a beautiful seat, and surrounded 
by rich wood. After passing Cliff Cottage and 
Fairy Hill, he will soon arrive at the Priory : 
this beatuiful seat was formerly the property of Sir 
Nash Grose, one of the judges of the Court of King's 
Bench. The grounds extend to the water's edge, 
and the house commands a most extensive sea view, 
comprehending St Helen's roads. On this line of 
road are two other seats, Westbrook and West- 
bridge ; the latter in the Italian style. Another 
jnile brings us to 

* See Illustration 6. 

T Nearer the shore lies the beautiful retreat of Appley, 
which is thus described by the elegant pen of Sir H, Engle- 
field. — " A small lawn as smooth as velvet, and skirted 
with trees of all growths, from fine elms to low twisted bushy 
oaks, feathered down to the grass, uniting with it, opens to 
about forty feet above high water mark. This height is a very 
steep bank, entirely covered with most luxuriant wood of 
very various softs. Sumach, laurustinus, and other beau- 
tiful shrubs, are mixed with oak and hazel ; and over their 
tufted tops, the view falls directly on the waves murmuring 
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st. Helen's. 

The old church of this village was situated so near 
to the sea, that the waves demolished part of the 
building ; on which account, in 1719, a new church 
was erected, on a more convenient spot. The re- 
mains of the former building now serve as a sea mark. 

We now leave St. Helen's and take the road to 

BRADING. 

Before entering the village, is a road on the right 
leading to Nunwell; the grounds which surround 
the mansion are extensive. 

Brading is a small market town, but has nothing 

under your feet. The coast to the eastwards bends into little 
bays of the happiest forms that can be conceived : the sea 
horizon rises a little over the steep though low land which 
forms these bays, and every ship that comes round from St. He- 
len's sails over the promontories. From these lower points, the 
general line of the coast rises quick and high, in one vast 
mass of noble woods, reaching far inland, and part of Sir 
Richard Simeon's grounds. To the west, Lower Byde is 
a very pretty object ; beyond it, the coast is visible quite to 
Lord Henry Seymour's castle.* Such is the home coast. 
The channel is about four miles wide, and the Hampshire 
land is rather naked. Portsdown rises, scarred with chalk 
pits, over the flat of Portsmouth, which presents a large 
extent of brick buildings. The shipping, however, which 
covers the deep blue sea between Appley and the main land, 
breaks the uniform dulness of the opposite shore. Of all 
that I have seen of the island, or, indeed, any where else, I 
know nothing comparable to this delicious retreat, in which 
beauty and comfort have made their nest, under the name of 
Appley." 

* Lord H. Seymour had Norris Castle when this was written. 
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very remarkable. The first religious establishment 
in the island is said to have been at this, place. The 
present church is of respectable antiquity, and it has 
some ancient monuments of the Oglanders. Its 
tower stands singularly on four arches, which form a 
porch to the west door. 

Beading Haven, when filled by the tide, exhibits 
a fine sheet of water. But when the tide recedes, it 
becomes a sandy tract of some hundred acres in ex- 
tent. The tide rises over it, occasionally, to the depth 
of eighteen feet. 

Those visitors who admire the quiet picturesque, 
may here cross Brading harbour to 

BEMBRIDOE. 

This secluded village was, until very lately, occu- 
pied by a few pilots only ; but it has recently risen 
into consequence by the residence of several families, 
whose exertions have rendered it a very attractive 
spot. On passing up the hill, on the left, we see 
Hill Grove, which, from its commanding situation 
and gracefully woody scenery, is a peculiarly fine 
object. A little above this is a tasteful cottage, 
recently fitted up in the Gothic style, for the residence 
of the clergyman who officiates at the newly-erected 
chapel of ease, which is the next object that invites 
attention. This fine building, in the simple gothic 
style, was raised by subscription, with the assistance 
of the Society for promoting the building of churches. 
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On leaving the village we take the road to Bem- 
bribge Down, from which Culver Cliffs are dis- 
tant about a mile and a half. In these cliffs is an 
excavation nearly thirty feet from the summit, which 
has obtained the name of Hermit's Hole. The 
descent is very dangerous, from the narrowness of 
the path, and the frequency of sheep taking shelter 
in the cave, which would drive the adventurer who 
might meet them down a precipice of 400 feet into 
the sea. 

A ferry boat is constantly in attendance to cross to 
Bembridge from the entrance of Brading harbour. 
A horse and carriage boat is also prepared. The 
coast eastward of Bembridge forms a fine hard sand, 
admirably adapted for bathing or riding. It fur- 
nishes also a species of stone, of the chalk and marl 
formation, which is the material of the elegant little 
church. 

We now proceed to 

YAVERLAND J 

Which is only made interesting by its small church, 
supposed to have been erected in the reign of Ed- 
ward I., although there is evidence in some portions 
of the structure that would justify the conclusion of 
its being still more ancient, The manor house, 
erected in the time of Elizabeth, is also an object 
worthy of notice. 

We shall now conduct the tourist to Sanddown 
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Fort, a regular square building, flanked with four 
bastions, and encompassed by a wet ditch. This 
fort commands the neighbouring flat beach, and is 
therefore kept in repair, and well manned. It was 
originally erected by Henry VIII. During the 
American war, some privateers attempted to destroy 
it, but its lowness secures it from annoyance by sea. 
From Yaverland, we take the main road leading 
to Newport, and ascend Brading Down. A signal 
house was erected here during the last war, for the 
purpose of receiving signals from three other houses, 
on the western and southern coast of the island, and 
transmitting them to another station at Portsmouth. 
By this means, all the ships that appeared on the coast 
of the island were observed, and intelligence of their 
motions was forwarded to the admiral at Portsmouth. 
Since the peace, this signal post has been abandoned. 
On leaving the signal house, and passing through 
the gate, we ascend Ashey Down, whence the view 
over the woody tract from East Cowes to St. Helen's 
is uninterrupted, and supremely beautiful. The view 
of the great southern range of hills is very grand ; 
as the bed of rock, which on its south front overhangs 
the Undercliff, is here distinctly to be traced on its 
northern edge — first in the woody cliffs above Shank- 
lin, then at Cook's Castle, next in the singular and 
bastion-like precipice just under the obelisk of Appul- 
durcombe, and then at the western flank of St. 
Catherine's : every where seeming to maintain a per- 
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fectly horizontal position. Perhaps the views from 
Ashey to Newport are, in their way, the finest any 
where to be seen. 

Ashey Sea-mark is a triangular stone pyramid, 
about twenty feet high, erected in 1735. When 
ships are driven by the storm so near the southern 
coast of the island as to be able no longer to descry 
this sea-mark, their situation is almost hopeless, and 
there is little probability of their escaping the rocks. 
But the humanity of the islanders to the shipwrecked 
stranger, deserves to be mentioned with the highest 
approbation. Unlike too many of the hard-hearted 
inhabitants of our coasts who rejoice in the tempest, 
as affording an opportunity for plunder, the people of 
the Isle of Wight are ever ready to assist and to 
comfort their distressed fellow-creatures, who have 
been cast on their shores. 

Hence we return to Newport, five miles distant, 
over Arreton down, which also commands most ex- 
tensive prospects. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SOUTHERN TOUR. 

FROM NBWPOKT TO NITON AND UNDKRCLIFF, RBTURN- 
1NG THROUGH VBNTNOR, BONCHURCH, 8HANKLIN, 

The third route to be described is that which, on 

account of the singular tract of country which it 

comprehends, may well be recommend to the prefer* 

ence of those, who intend to devote to the island no 

more than a single day. 

From Newport to Pidford 4 miles 

Niton 5 

Diversion to Black Gang Chine 

St. Lawrence. .•••••• 3 

Steephill 1 

Ventnor 1 

Bonchurch 1 

Shanklin 2| 

The Chine 

Arreton 5| 

Newport 3} 
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Quitting Newport by Upper St. James's Street and 
Nodehill, we leave Carisbrook on the right, and enter 
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a richly cultivated country, through which flows the 
small stream of the Medina. Having passed a plea* 
sant villa called Standen, we have a good view of 
Carisbrook Castle. As we proceed, Gatcombr 
House,* adjoining the church of the village, is seen 
on the right, under a finely- wooded steep hill. In 
the church is a curious monument, with the effigies 
of an unknown knight, clad in a coat of chain mail, 
and a flowing surcoat. The figure is cut in oak. 
Passing a hollow lane and ascending a hill of very 
loose soil, the view opens to the left, with prospects 
of different downs, on one of which is the obelisk of 
Appuldurcombe. On another eminence to the right 
is the Alexandrian Pillar, erected by Michael Hoy, 
Esq., to commemorate the visit of the emperor of 
RuBsia to this country. Descending, we pass Pid- 
pord House, and the village of Rooklby. The 
road is now not very attractive. St. Catherine's hill, 
pointed out by its super-eminent height, and crowned 
with its tower, is the boundary of the view. In this 
road are some of the few barren spots to be seen in 
the island. On the right, we see at a distance, 
Billingham, and on the left are Godshill and 
its church.f On the eastern declivity, and imme- 
diately under the Alexandrian Pillar, is the Hermi- 
tage. We soon arrive at 

NITON. 

Niton is situated in a hollow, well ornamented 

* — — — ^— ^ — — — — -^^p— — — ^— — -^ 

* See Illustration 17. 
t See Illustration 7* 
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with fine trees ; for though within a mile of the Sea* 
the coast is higher than the village, and shelters it 
from the sea breeze. A pretty rill of water runs 
through it. The parsonage is a neat new residence, 
built by the late incumbent, the Rev. Mr. Bar wis. 
The church is of great antiquity. On the south 
stands the pedestal of an ancient cross, — a flight of 
steps, on a square basement, the sides of which face 
the four cardinal points* 

The Sand-rock Spring, in this neighbourhood, 
has excited considerable attention. This spring was 
discovered in the year 1807, by Mr. Waterworth, a 
surgeon at Newport. While this gentleman, for 
purposes of scientific curiosity and amusement, was 
examining the various streams which falls from the 
cliffs, on the beach below, he observed, in the narrow 
channel formed by one of these, particles of a yellow 
colour every where in terpersed; which, on examination, 
proved to be sulphur, deposited there by the effects 
of the sun on the water, highly charged with sul- 
phuric acid. Having shown this water to his friend 
Dr. Saunders, that gentlemen was so struck with 
the resemblance which it bore to the Hartfell spa 
in Scotland, that he advised Mr. W. by all means to 
prosecute his researches for the discovery of the 
source of the stream which promised to become a 
valuable addition to the materia medica. After much 
labour, and many difficulties, Mr. W. at length suc- 
ceeded in reaching the source, which he found to be 



8ANDROCK SPRING. €9 

in a sand rock at a considerable height above the 
sea. Having obtained a lease of the ground, he 
proceeded to form a reservoir and enclose the spring, 
and to put the utility of the water to the test of ex- 
periment, by prescribing it as a tonic ; a practice 
which he found to be attended with marked success. 

This . spring is situated a little to the east of 
Blackqanq Chinb, about 150 feet above the. level 
of the sea, on the side of a steep descent, and about 
one mile and a half west of Niton. In order to reach 
it from this village, we proceed towards the sea a 
quarter of a mile. Instead of turning to the left- 
hand road, which leads to Undercliff, we proceed 
straight forward : the road afterwards turns to the 
right. We soon reach Sand-rock Spring Hotel. 
In addition to the convenience of the house, the sit- 
uation itself, though formerly less visited and noticed 
than other parts of the neighbourhood, has much 
to recommend to it the tourist, and much to render 
it a successful rival of the most admired spots in the 
Undercliff. It would perhaps be difficult to point out a 
single place in the vicinity, which affords a finer variety 
of prospect than is presented to the eye from the ver- 
andah of the hotel. On leaving the hotel, and turn- 
ing to the right, to proceed towards the chalybeate 
spring, the views vary, without loosing their gran- 
deur. We soon reach the road, which was made a 
few summers ago, with great labour, by voluntary 
subscription, for the convenience of reaching the 
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spring. From the spring we descend to the shore, 
and soon reach the chine. The return may either be 
made the same way, or may be very agreeably varied, 
by proceeding along the beach, which is strewed with 
beautiful and curious marine productions, the rocks 
containing various specimens of fossil shells, and 
passing the farms of Knowles and Buddie, to the 
hotel. 

They who would wish more particularly to investi- 
gate this peculiar part of the island, and who are 
equal to the fatigue of the walk, will find it preferable 
to quit the chaise, (which may, however, be driven 
part of the way,) in ascending St. Catherine's, and ex- 
ploring its neighbourhood. 

The inland sides of this lofty hill, which towers 
seven hundred and fifty feet above the sea, are culti- 
vated in terraces almost to the summit. On the top 
of the hill is a light-house, abandoned on account 
of its being useless in those seasons when it is most 
needed, from the mists which at such times envelope 
the hill. Near it is a small stone building, which is 
said to be the tower of an ancient chapel, or hermi- 
tage, founded in the fourteenth century. The prospect 
hence over the island is very extensive; the sea 
view grand; a long coast stretching to the white 
clifls of Freshwater, with the Needles at the extrem- 
ity of the island, and beyond them St. Alban's head 
appearing westward. 

In thoroughly dry weather, much gratification will 
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be received from extending the walk to Blackgang 
Chine,* already noticed, and by a descent through 
part of it to the shore ; thence returning to Niton by 
a walk round the landslip which was so much talked 
of at the time of its occurring, in February, 1799. 
The new road from Niton to Chale, which passes 
the Blackgang Chine Hotel, affords other meanB of 
visiting the Chine. 

Chale Farm is a curious and ancient picturesque 
mansion, with its magnificent buttressed barn probably 
coeval with the church. 

BLACKGANG CHINsf 

Is such a remarkable feature among the peculiar cha- 
racteristics of the island, that the reader will expect 
a more than usually minute description of it. The 
first part of the descent from St. Catherine's, exhibits 
the subsidence of an extensive landslip at a remote pe- 
riod. Blackgang chine is a rugged chasm, which, to 
the eye of fancy may seem to have heen formed by some 
convulsive yawning of the earth ; though its real cause 
is probably the same that has operated in shaping 
much of the neighbouring coast. From the top, 
this chine can only be partially seen. It is composed 

* The word chine, applied to chasms on this coast caused 
by the action of running water, is probably derived from the 
Saxon cinan, to gape or yawn. From cinan comes our Eng- 
lish word chink, a crevice or chasm, which by a slight alteration 
will make chine. Another etymology is given in the " Illus- 
trations." 

t See Illustration 13* 
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of soils of various colours and qualities, with vast 
masses of stone intermixed. This chasm, when 
viewed from a point that comprehends the greater 
part, is gloomy in the extreme, and awfully majestic, 
which is heightened by the colour of the rocks, 
which is nearly black, and being devoid of any kind 
of verdure, allows the impressions occasioned by the 
wild scenery their full force on the mind. Some of 
the cliffs are five hundred feet in height : a stream 
of water finds its way over the precipice, which after 
a continuance of dry weather, is scanty ; but in the 
rainy season may be termed a waterfall. When this 
stream is small, the adventurous tourist may descend, 
with cautious steps, the steeps of the chine, and thus 
examine its bold scenery ; but let not any one who 
has not natural courage, venture on the experiment. 
These rugged cliffs terminate on the shore, in a beet- 
ling precipice forty feet in height, over which the 
stream before mentioned discharges itself. 

From the shore below the chine, is a noble sea 
view. The waves roll up to the foot a shelving 
beach of delicately polished pebbles, backed with the 
lofty crags of St. Catherine's Cliff. The prospect 
westward is very extensive, comprehending Chale 
Bay, with Atherfield Point projecting into the sea, 
and forming its western horn ; beyond which, another 
point of the same red colour stretches out, and sud- 
denly changes to chalk, which rises hence into the 
high white cliffs of Freshwater. 
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Walking along this shore, whose craggy barriers 
seem to frown on the mariner, and to warn him of 
the danger of approaching it, we arrive at that 
" wreck of matter," which was produced by the 
landslip of February, 1799; exhibiting, beyond any 
theory, the manner in which Undercliff was originally 
formed. Here the rugged and dentated perpendicular 
cliff, from which the land subsided, lifts its shattered 
nice above the ruin ; while from its side, at the height 
of forty feet, tumbles a noisy stream, the probable 
cause of the late, and threatner of future, mischief.* 

* A gentlemen residing near the spot, gave the following 
description at the time. 

" The part affected is about a half a mile to the west of the 
commencement of the road along the Undercliff, on the con- 
fines of the two parishes of Niton and Chale. The cottage 
and land adjoining, called Pitlands, both in the parish of 
Chale, were in the centre of the convulsion, and underwent 
the most complete change." 

" It does not appear that there was any thing like a shock, 
or sudden convulsion, felt at the time, even on the spot. 
The whole effect was produced by a silent and quiet settlement 
from the base of the nearly perpendicular cliff, called Gore 
Cliff, the boundary between St. Catherine's hill and the Un- 
dercliff, or Underway. This settlement moved in the direction 
of a stream of water, that runs from the cliff to the sea ; and 
carried with it the surface of nearly one hundred acres, 
breaking and tossing the whole about into innumerable frag- 
ments. In its course it took the cottage fitted up for occa- 
sional tea-drinking place, by its proprietor, Mr. Arnold ; which 
is nearly swallowed up, with the exception of the chimney, 
which, though sunk into the ground, still stands on its foun- 
dation. The general effect is particularly visible at a projection 
or point of land, into the sea, called Rocken-end. 

f3 
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Returning hence by the finely-situated farm, called 
Buddie! and the cottage of Knowles, we again reach 
Niton, and direct our course to the UnderclifF. 

On leaving Niton, we proceed southward. At 
the foot of the hill, which we immediately descend, 
we pass West Cliff House, which has a fine sea 
view. Thence turning suddenly to the left, we enter 
the Urdercliff. 

At St. Catherine's we saw a specimen of the Un- 
dercliff in its rudest state ; we are now to observe it 
in its perfection.* A perpendicular rock rises on one 
Bide of the road ; the ocean swells on the other. 
The usual accompaniments of such a situation are no 
greater than a sandy shore, or a pebbly beach. But 
in this place, high above the sea, and yet far beneath 
the summit of these cliffs, lies a long tract of land, 
of equal widths, spread with all the fair variety that 
fancy can imagine. 

A little to the right of the road from Niton, is 
Puckaster. At a short distance from Niton, is 
Beauchamp, on the left of the road. It commands 
fine sea views. On the right is Orchard Cottage, 
a part only of which can be seen from the road. 

The cottage of Mirables stands in a finely broken 
spot, with magnificent masses of rock lying about it. 
This cottage is remarkably secluded, and singularly 
picturesque. Art has improved the natural advanta- 
ges of the place, and has effected a combination and 
harmony of beauties rarely equalled. On Old Park 

* See Illustration 12. 
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estate, which joins Mirables, there has lately been 
erected a good house in the gothic style. 

At the village of St. Lawrence, the coast widens. 
Here, seated on a great mass of fallen rock, is a most 
diminutive church, measuring only twenty by twelve 
feet, and six feet high.* From this spot the view of 
the village, but on different levels, mixed with rocks, 
and overshadowed with rich trees of various growths 
and sorts, is equally beautiful and singular. 

The road, now winding and descending, embosoms 
us in the plantations of a delightfully watered scene. 
Many natural groups of respectable elms, are here 
dispersed among the wide interstices of the divided 
rock, and many grassy lawns wind their irregular 
passages amid these impenetrable barriers. 

Not far from this spot a flight of rustic steps leads 
down to the shore ; where the bold line of cliff is 
broken by a delicious waterfall, that tumbles down a 
cavity, hung with moss, and ivy, and low shrubs, and 
makes a music responsive to the swell of the sea to 
which it hastens. We now proceed to 

STEEPHILL.f 

At Steephill stands the castellated mansion, erected 
by John Hamborough, Esq., " bosomed high in tuf- 
ted trees," and commanding an unrivalled view along 
the Undercliff. The spot was originally selected as 

* This was the original size of the church ; it has lately 
been enlarged. 

t See Illustration 11. 
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an occasional retreat from the bustle of active life, 
by the Right Hon. Hans Stanley, who was governor 
of the island. The Isle of Wight had not then 
become a scene of summer excursions, and the quiet 
here was profound. The cottage was afterwards 
possessed by the Earl of Dysart. It is now substi- 
tuted by a structure of a more ambitious character. 

The Right Hon. Hans Stanley, to whose amiable 
daughter, snatched away at the early age of eighteen, 
the poet Thomson makes a fine allusion in his "Sum- 
mer," and whose tomb, in Holy Rood church, South- 
ampton, he has decorated with an inscription, was 
formerly member of parliament for Southampton. 
The Right Hon. Wilbraham Tollemache, Earl of 
Dysart, the last possessor of Steephill cottage, died, 
at an advanced age, in April, 1821, without issue, 
being succeeded in his titles by Lady Louisa Manners. 
In the early part of his life, he sat for some years in 
the House of Commons. In its latter period, he is 
said to have been chiefly known by the silent operation 
of his bounty among those who needed his assistance. 

The round flint pebbles on the sea-beach below 
Steephill, have been driven to this spot within the 
last forty years. Previously the shore was covered 
with fine sand only. We have already noticed a 
change on the shore at Ryde, where fine sand has 
covered what once was mud. Here, however, pebbles 
has covered sand. Mr. Webster is disposed to attri- 
bute this latter effect to changes produced by the tides, 
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consequent on the wearing away of projecting parts 
of the shore that had served as harriers. Sixty years 
ago, there were no pebbles on the shore east of 
Rocken End. Mr. W. conjectures that they may 
have been gradually drifted this way, from the great 
bank called " the Shingles/ 9 between Hurst Castle 
and the Needles. 

Below the road is a beautiful waterfall. Across 
the adjoining meadow, where a flagstaff is seen erec- 
ted on the summit of a commanding rock, is a grotto 
excavated in the solid rock beneath, from which is a 
noble sea view. 

At less than a mile from Steephill, we reach 

VBNTNOR. 

The rapid progress of Ventnor to its present posi- 
tion among the towns in the island, is to be ascribed 
to its situation ; for not only is it protected from the 
north-east, by the rising ground of Boniface Down, 
but it is also sheltered from north-west winds by Week 
Down, and by ground of considerable elevation inter- 
vening between those two points ; thus it is scarcely 
open to any other influence than that of a southern 
breeze. The air is considered so mild, in winter, 
that physicians are now recommending this part of 
the island to invalids in preference to the south of 
Devonshire, where the air is too moist. 

This little town now presents every accommodation 
for visitors, and a number of respectable lodging- 
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houses are rising op every year* It has three respec- 
table inns and hotels, a handsome church has been 
built, and the Independent denomination of dissenters 
have a chapel. Shops of every kind are established, 
so that it has the means of supplying all its wants 
within itself. . . 

We now leave this attractive little watering-place, 
and resuming our route, soon enter 

BONCHURCH. 

The village of Bonchurch, a few years ago, consis- 
ted only of a few cottages, and was ranked amongst 
the most romantic parts of the island ; but now it 
bids fair to rival its prosperous neighbour : it is shel- 
tered, like Ventnor, from the northerly winds by St. 
Boniface Down, which rises behind it, but it stands 
higher, and is not equally protected from the easterly 
and westerly winds. 

This village is said to have been the birth place of 
Vice- Admiral Hopson ; who, from being a sea boy, 
rose to a high rank in the navy by his merit, and was 
in great estimation in the time of Queen Anne* 

He is said to have deserted the service of his 
master, who was a tailor, and, seizing a boat, to have 
entered on board a ship of war, at the time a fleet 
was passing the coast. The next day, they fell in 
with a French squadron, and an action took place ; 
in the midst of which, while the two admirals were 
engaged yard-arm and yard-arm, Hopson, unper- 
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ceived, succeeded in tearing down the enemy's flag, and 
escaped with it to his own ship : by which means the 
Frenchman was disconcerted, and a victory was 
gained. 

At this village are several beautiful cottages ; one 
called East Dean, deserves particular notice, another 
appropiately called Undbrmount Cottage, is situated 
on the right. From the summit of a singular rock, 
on which a flagstaff is erected, there is a most enchan- 
ting prospect. You look down on glens in which 
man seem to have sheltered himself from every storm, 
while the security of his abode is contrasted by the 
" billowy boundlessness" of the majestic main. 
From Bonchurch, a footpath leads through romantic 
and very beautiful scenery as far as Luccombe hamlet ; 
and perhaps there is no part of the Undercliff better 
worth seeing than this. 

Ascending St. Boniface Down, 4 ' by a road of almost 
alpine ruggedness, the view becomes highly grand, 
scattered on all sides with fragments of rock, and 
taking in the open sea. A winding ascent leads us 
quite away from the engaging scenes of the Under- 
cliff; to which, perhaps, no single name can be 
applied as the characteristic ; yet who that has seen 
them will not agree, that the romantic combinations 
of the sublime and beautiful which they display, afford 
pleasure in a greater degree, and for a longer time, 
than those in which taste has exhausted itself, and 
criticism cannot find a defect. 

* See Illustration 10. 
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Between Boncburch and Luccombe chine, by walk- 
ing a little way down a field from the road, is to be 
seen a more recent landslip than the one at Niton ; 
which is well worth seeing, though seldom observed. 
It took place in 1810, when a portion of cliff, and the 
arable land upon it, fell down. 

Having ascended a considerable height, we have a 
full view of Luccombe chine, sloping towards the sea, 
with Culver cliffs terminating the spacious bay of 
Sandown. Hence, by a long and winding descent, 
sweeping round the beautiful concave of Luccombe 
chine, we reach the village of 

SHANKLIN. 

Shanklin, like other places already noticed, at the 
back of the island, is increasing in importance ; its 
beautiful Chine* is an attraction that peculiarly be- 
longs to it. The Chine begins very near the inn, and 
follows a serpentine direction to the shore. At the 
upper end is a waterfall. This chine is one of those 
fissures common on this coast of the island, gradually 
widening and deepening till it reaches the shore; 
where its width is about one hundred and eighty feet, 
and its height two hundred and seventy. The whole 
scenery of this chine is entirely different from that of 
Blackgang ; the ruggedness here being softened by 
the shrubs that clothe its sides, t On the beach are 

* See Illustration 8. 

t We give the following extract of a description of the 
scenery of Shanklin chine, from the pen of Leigh Richmond. 
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found fine specimens of what is commonly called 
petrified wood, very hard ; and many of them pre- 
sent the grain of the original substance. Along the 
beach, to the west of the chine, are seen vast blocks of 
stone, full of various shells, detachedfrom the cliffs, from 
the sides of which fragments of large oyster shell are 

" In the widely sweeping curve of a beautiful bay, there is 
a kind of chasm or opening in one of the lofty cliffs which 
bound it. This produces a very romantic and striking effect. 
The steep descending sides of this opening in the cliff are 
covered with trees, bushes, wild flowers, fern, wormwood, and 
many other herbs, here and there contrasted with bold masses- 
of rock or brown earth. 

" From the upper extremity of this great chine or opening 
in the cliff, a small stream of water enters by a cascade, flows 
through the bottom, winding in a varied course of about a 
quarter of a mile in length ; and then runs into the sea across 
a smooth expanse of firm hard sand, at the lower extremity of 
the chasm. At this point the sides of the woody banks are 
very lofty, and, to a spectator from the bottom, exhibit a mix- 
ture of the grand and beautiful not often exceeded. 

" Near the mouth of this opening, was a little hollow recess, 
or cave, in the cliff, from whence, on one hand, I could see. 
the above-described romantic scene ; on the other, along train 
of perpendicular cliffs, terminating in a bold and wild-shaped 
promontory, which closed the bay at one end, while a conspic- 
uous white cliff stood directly opposite, about four miles dis- 
tant, at the farther point of the bay. 

" The shore between the different cliffs and the edge of the 
waves, was in some pazts covered with stones and shingle, in 
some with firm sand, and in others with irregular heaps of 
little rocks, fringed with sea-weed and ornamented with small 
yellow shells. 

" The cliffs themselves were diversified with strata of various 
coloured earths, black, yellow, brown, and orange. The effects 
of iron ore, producing very manifest changes of hue, were every 
where seen in trickling drops and streamlets down the sides. 
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observed projecting. The naturalist wDl feel inter- 
ested by a ramble along this shore. At this village, 
are several neat lodging-houses. 

Returning towards Newport, we have at first a few 
glimpses towards the sea. Afterwards, the views are 
more inland. We pass the pleasant and fertile vil- 
lage of 

ARRBTON. 

In the church, is an ancient brass plate, with the 
effigies of a man in armour, his feet resting on a 
lion. A stone in the churchyard, erected in 1822, 
by subscription, marks the spot in which repose the 
remains of a very humble individual, the story of 
whose piety and virtue has attained an almost unex- 
ampled circulation, under the title of " The Dairyman's 
Daughter." With so much interest has the pen of 
the Rev. Legh Richmond invested the subject, that 
the cottage in which Elizabeth Wallbridge resided, 
about a mile and a half from the church, in the small 
village of Branston, has become an object of curi- 
osity, and is visited annually by numbers. From this 
place* instead of the main road, horsemen sometimes 
prefer the ride over St George's Down, which com- 
mands a fine prospect. The distance, either way, is 
about four miles from Arreton to Newport. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

We have conducted the tourist thro' the island on 
the three different routes as first proposed, commen- 
cing each day's journey from Newport, as the centre; 
the only point that will allow him to return to his domi- 
cileat night, without the inconvenience of a longer jour- 
ney than is usually taken in a day. We will now sup- 
pose that he is located at Rydk ; as the place where 
there is the greatest assemblage of company, the 
greatest variety of amusements, and whose neigh- 
bourhood affords more pleasant walks, and other 
attractions usually sought in a summer excursion, 
than in any other place in the island. In the plan 
now proposed to be presented to the reader, a three 
day's journey is also intended to be given, but with 
this advantage — that, as it involves his sleeping two 
of the nights at one of hotels on the coast at the 
back of the island, without the loss of time occasioned 
by his daily return to his hotel or lodging, it will 
allow considerably more time to linger on the many 
attractive and interesting spots which will arrest his 
attention ; and it will be observed that the first two 
days are devoted to the excursion along the 8<miher» 
coast, embracing the objects most worthy to be 
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dwelt on in the whole compass of the island, viz.: 
Shanklin, Bonchurch, including St, Boniface and its 
commanding Down, Steephill, Niton, Blackgang 
Chine, Freshwater, to the Needle Rocks. It is only 
of late years that this journey could be accomplished; 
as formerly there were no inns on the line of road 
to be described, as would satisfy an English traveller; 
but now they are to be found at every place where 
the tourist would be disposed to ramble on a sum- 
mer's evening. 

RYDE. 
- We have already given a description of this town 
in chapter V, describing its general features, such as 
a traveller merely passing through would deem suf- 
ficent ; we now proceed to add a few others more 
particularly interesting to a person who had a tempo- 
rary residence there. For a general description of 
the Town, the Pibr, the Market, and a few minor 
particulars, the reader is referred to pages 55 to 60. 
We shall now enter on a little more detail. 

The Pibr may be considered as the Mall of the 
town; and no place of usual resort of company can 
have more attractions, or offer greater inducements 
io visitors. A platform raised several feet above the 
water at high tide, and stretching nearly three quar- 
ters of a mile towards the sea, affords all the benefit 
of being surrounded by sea breezes, as on a water 
excursion, with the additional advantage of exercise : 
the surface being a perfect level, with veranda seats 
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at convenient intervals, and the whole evenly boarded 
over, is well suited to an invalid. It has its attrac- 
tions also for the healthful and the gay ; at certain 
hours of the day, especially when the tide is up, it 
is usually thronged with company ; and as there is 
scarcely an hour in the day, and sometimes more 
than one at a time, at which a steam-vessel to and 
from Portsmouth and Southampton is not to be found 
at the head of the Pier embarking and landing pas- 
sengers ; this is a real amusement to a certain class, 
and helps to while away a day of little employment. 
As a Promenade, the Pier is more attractive when 
the tide is up, and the beauty of the town is much 
increased when viewed from the Pier head, with the 
water in the foreground : but it is to be observed, as 
already noticed in the former account of Ryde, that 
a fine sand now covers a bed of mud, so that there is 
no noxious vapour arising from the surface as when 
it is formed of mud only. The stairs at different 
intervals, along the line of pier, are commodious for 
water parties; but the steam vessels go to the head 
of the stairs, as these are suited to all times of 
tide. A demand of two-pence is made on entering 
on the Pier, and on passing the gate from a vessel, 
but no demand on returning from a promenade. 

St. Thomas's Church is behind Bridgstock Ter- 
race, and is a handsome building. It certainly has 
an ecclesiastical character, which cannot be said of 
all the modern built churches. The walls are sup- 

o 
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porte4 by light buttresses ; the windows have mul- 
lions, but without tracery ; the body of the church 
is well proportioned. The interior is well fitted up ; 
it has a gallery on three sides, and a handsome organ 
in a repess. There are catacombs under the tower. 
Two services are performed on Sundays, at eleven in 
the morning and at three in the afternoon. It stands 
on the site of the old church, which was taken down 
in 1827, and replaced by the present. 

St. James's is a proprietary Episcopal Chapel, and 
was erected in 1827. There is a peculiarity in the 
style of t^e architecture, which may be called the 
variou*, as there is a great variety in the form of the 
arche$, from the obtuse to the pointed. In the inte- 
rior, galleries are formed on three sides, and in the 
west gallery is an organ. The window over the 
altar has a very good specimen qf modern stained 
glass. Divine service begins on Sundays at half-past 
ten, and at half-past six in the evening : there is also a 
week-day service. 

A new church has lately been built at the upper 
paft of the town, hi a new street, branching out of 
Melville Street ; it is a handsome structure, and has 
the accommodation of a great numher of free seats. 

The Dissenter's Chapel, on the Independent plan, 
i# at the junction, of Geojrge Street and Melv^e Street, 
it is a respectable looking building : the service is 
performed here twice on a Sunday, and once during 
the week. The chapel of Wesleyau Methodists is in 
Spencer Road. 
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The Rotal Victoria Arcade id in Union Street, 
containing fourteen shops, and a large room for the 
exliibition of works. It opens on the back on 
another street. It is a handsome building, and is 
becoming more attractive. 

The Theatre stands in a kind of recess at the 
junction of High Street and Union Street, and is 
usually open during the months of July, August* and 
September. 

Near the pier are the Saths, Which furnish the 
accommodation of hot, cold, and shower baths; Ma- 
chines are likewise established in this vicinity. 

The Free School is a modern unassuming build- 
ing, situated in Melville Street. This institution was 
established by the Countess Spencer, and is now 
supported by voluntary contributions. The number 
of boys and girls in the school, in the course of in- 
struction, fluctuates from three to four hundred. 
The children are educated on Dr. Bell's, or what is 
now more properly called the national system. 
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First Day. 

To Brading 4 milfcs 

(Diversion to Bembridge) 

Yaverland I 

Sandown 2 

Shanklin 3 

tuccombe Chine 1 1 

Bonchurch I| 
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Ventnor I 

Steephill 1 

St. Lawrence 1 

To the Hotel at Blackgang Chine 1 

20 

The reader wOl find the route from Ryde to Yav- 
erland described in chapter V., from page 60 to 64, 
which conducted him to the latter place : the next 
point to which he will proceed, is Sandown. This 
village, like others on the southern coast of the island, 
has of late much increased ; there are now several 
very neat cottages which have been built for the pur- 
pose of letting: they command a most extensive* 
marine prospect. A church has lately been built 
at the junction of two roads. Proceeding on the 
road to Shanklin, fine sea views occasionally present 
themselves on the left ; and looking back, the white 
cliffs of Culver give a bold finish to this line of coast. 
At length we arrive at 

SHANKLIN. 

See page 80. 
Our next object is Luccombb Chine. As the 
visitor in his tour along the southern coast will now 
have more time than when the same route was de- 
scribed in a former chapter, he may probably be dis- 
posed to visit the smaller Chines, we shall therefore 
give a short description of them. Luccombe Chine 
comes next in succession to Shanklin on this line of 
coast, and is little more than a mile from it. It does 
not run so far inland as its neighbour ; but the depth 
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at the mouth is more considerable, and the trees that 
grow in and about it, are of larger size and better 
grouped. Many large stones interrupt the course of 
the stream, which is larger than that of Shanklin. A 
short mile and a half will bring us to 

BONCHURCH. 

See page 78. 
And another mile to 

VENTNOR. 

See page 77. 
It may be said in addition to what has already 
been stated, that this little town is very rapidly 
rising in the estimation of the medical profession, as 
a winter residence for invalids, especially those who 
are affected with pulmonary complaints: the high 
downs of St. Boniface protect it from the north and 
the east, and Week Down from the west and north- 
west : thus it is sheltered from all but the sea bree- 
zes; it lies, as it were, in a basin, with the side 
toward the south cut away. This has caused Ventnor 
to have two regular seasons: those who have resided 
here during the winter, generally emigrate towards 
the end of April and the beginning of May, to make 
room for the more healthful and pleasure- seeking. 
The moderate charge at which houses and lodgings 
are let during the winter, is also an inducement with 
those who would be economical in the attainment of 
health. From Ventnor we proceed to 

STEEPHILL. 

See page 75. g 3 
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At this point the Undbrclipf may be said to begin, 
and extends its gigantic line along the coast till its 
termination, somewhat to the southward of Niton. 
Proceeding along this line, we pass St. Lawrence, 
with its diminutive church, and several seats already 
mentioned, see page 74. The bold features of the 
Undercliff will excite the admiration of the tourist, 
as he proceeds in his evening drive to the Hotel at 
Blackgang Chine, the termination of the first day's 
journey. A description of the Chine will be found in 
pages 71 and 72 ; but should the tourist be an anti- 
quary, and be more disposed to survey the remains of 
former times constructed by man, than the bold ope- 
rations ci nature, he may prefer paying a second visit 
to Niton, and survey more minutely the ancient 
church, already slightly noticed in pages 68 and 69.* 
This parish, which in old writings is called Niewton, 
has since been distinguished by the name of Crab 
Niton, from the great number of sea Crabs on the 
coast. 

Second Day. 

ToChale 1 mile 

Brixton 5 J 

Mottiston • • 2 

Brook 2 

Fre»hw*ter Gate 4 

To the Needle Bock 3 J 

18 

From the Hotel at Blackgang Chine to Chale 
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* See Illustration 16. 
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would be a very pleasant strol) before breakfast; 
should the tourist be a pedestrian, and disposed to 
visit all the Chines. I^adpbr Chine is in the immediate 
neighbourhood of that village, and it is scarcely a 
mile from Blackgang. It is about two hundred feet 
in height, it runs d$ep into the land, is very narrow, 
and its sides in many places quite perpendicular. It 
is as naked as Blackgang, and though not so deep 
scarcely less gloomy. 

About a mile beyond is Walpan Chine, and very 
like it in its general features, except that the sides 
are more winding, and consequently assume different 
shapes. The shore now begins to decline considerably, 
and the Chines diminish in extent and grandeur ; it 
will therefore be sunieient merely to mention the 
names and situation of these : Cowleazb Chine k 
about two miles from Walpan : the next and scarcely 
two miles further are two very near together. 
Grange Chine and Jacxman's Chine beyond, at 
about half a mile distant, is Chilton Chine ; these 
are all situated within the compass of Brixton Bay. 
The next beyond is Brook Chine ; about two miles 
distant, and a mile further Compton Qhjne, the last 
on this line of coast. 

We now return from this brief description of the 
Chines, and resume our regular tour on the road. 
From Chale we proceed to 

BRIXTON, 

See page 37, 
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and scarcely two miles further, 

MOTTISTON. 

See page 38. 
The next village we arrive at is 

BROOK. 

See page 39, 
and after a pleasant drive over Brook Down and Afton 
Down, on the upper road, on both which eminences 
are most extensive sea views on the left, we reach, at 
a distance of about four miles, our proposed lodging 
for the night, the hotel at 

FRESHWATER GATE. 

See page 40. 
Should the tourist have arrived at this point during 
the afternoon part of the day ; or even the early part 
of the evening, there would be ample time for him to 
proceed to the 

NEEDLE ROCKS. 

See page 42. 

Third Day. 

Freshwater 2 miles 

Yarmouth 3 

Shalfleet 4 

Calbourne 2 

Swainston 2 

Carisbrook 3 

Newport 1 

Ryde 7 

21 

From the inn at Freshwater to the village of 
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FRESHWATER 

is two miles. 

Bee page 44. 
From thence we proceed to 

YARMOUTH.* 

See pages 46 and 47. 
and continue the tour to the village of 

SHALFLEBT. 

See page 48. 
The very ancient church of this village would in* 
terest an antiquary .f Our direct course now directs 
us to Calbourne ; (should the tourist be disposed to 
visit the very ancient, but now almost depopulated 
town of Newtown, (see page 49,) he will take the 
road on the left from Shalfleet) 

CALBOURNE. 

See page 50. 
On our route from Calbourne to Newport we pass 
Swainbton House, which the reader will see de- 
scribed in page 514 Our course now lies through 
the village of Caribbrook to Newport, 

See pages 24 to 34, 
and thence to Ryde, 

See pages 52 to 55. 



* See Illustration 18. f See Illustration 19. 

% See Illustration 20. 
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SHORT EXCURSION TO AFPULDURCOMBB. 

As the Appuldurcombe Estate did not lie in either 
of the direct lines of road we have hitherto travelled, 
a description of it, and its splendid mansion is reserv- 
ed for a separate excursion, and the visitor will be 
amply repaid by devoting an entire day to survey 
this stately pile, and the many interesting objects it 
contains.* The distance from Newport is seven 
miles ; from Ryde, somewhat more than nine. The 
House stands on the eastern side of the estate ; but 
the principal approach is from the north, through 
God&hiH. The entrance is adorned by an elegant 
gateway of the Ionic Order. The gentle undulation 
of the ground, and the many noble trees which adorn 
the Park, present a most imposing effect, enlivened 
by numerous herds of deer, during a somewhat long 
sweep to the house. 

The mansion has four regular fronts, but the grand 
entrance is on the eastern side ; the columns are of 
the Corinthian order : a Golonade runs round the 
southern front. It commands most extensive views 
in various directions ; among the artificial objects to 
be seen is one called Cook's Castle eastward, and an 
Obelisk in an opposite direction. 



* The interior is allowed to be inspected : but an order 
must' be previously obtained from Lord Yarborough's Solicitor 
at Newport. 



95 



APPENDIX. 



ACCOUNT OF STEAM PACKETS AND COACHES, WITH 

THEIR TIME OF DEPARTURE FROM THE 

DIFFERENT TOWNS IN THE ISLAND. 

WEST COWES. 

Steam Packets leave Cowes for Southampton at a 
\ before 7, \ before 9, at 10, and £ before 1 1 in the 
morning ; i before 1, $ before 4, at 5, and at £-past 
6 in the afternoon. 

For Ryde and Portsmouth at 10 and 12 in the 
morning ; at a ^-past 2, j--past 4, and a £-past 6 in 
the afternoon. 

A Coach to Newport at 10 in the morning ; and 
at 4 in the afternoon. 

Hotels and Inns : — Marine Hotel, on the Parade; 
The Vine, and the Fountain, both in the High 
Street. 

Coaches run during the summer from Cowes through New- 
port to Ventnor, and throughout the year from Ryde to Vent- 
nor ; but as these occasionally change their time of departure, 
it would be desirable to get the information on the spot. 

EAST COWES. 

East Cowes to Southampton at £ before 7, £-past 
8, and 3-past 10 in the morning; j- before 1, $ be- 
fore 5, and 20 minutes past 6 in the afternoon. 

Hotel : — The Medina, on the Quay. 
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NEWPORT. 

A Coach to Ryde at a i before 8, (to meet the 
9 o'clock packet to Portsmouth,) at £-past 12 in the 
morning ; and at £--past 3 in the afternoon. 

To Cowes at 8 in the morning ; and £-past 2 in 
the afternoon. 

Inns : — Bugle, in High Street ; Green Dragon, 
Pyle Street ; The Wheat Sheaf, Corn Market. 

RYDE. 

Steam Packets to Portsmouth and Gosport leave 
the Pier-head every hour of the day, from 7 in the 
morning till 7 in the evening, except at 6 o'clock ; 
these all meet the Trains to London, except the last. 

To Cowes at £-past 8 and j-past 1 1 in the morn- 
ing ; at i-past 2, and at 5 in the afternoon. 

To Southampton, at £-past 8, and £-past 11 in the 
morning ; at £-past 2, £-past 3, and 5 in the after- 
noon. 

%* These all stop at Cowes, except the one that leaves at 
j-past 3. 

A Coach from Ryde to Newport at 9 and 1 1 in 
the morning ; and at 5 and 7 in the afternoon. 

%* The Time of the Steam Vessels is regulated to June 1, 
1846. 

Hotels and Inns : — Pier Hotel, on the Pier ; 
Yelt's Hotel, Union Street; Kent Hotel, Union 
Street; Beazley's Hotel, on the Pier; Weeks's 
Boarding House, George Street ; Star, Commercial 
House, Upper Ryde. 
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Very excellent accommodation is also to be found, 
either as Inns or Hotels, at the following places : — 
Sandrock Hotel, near Niton ; Freshwater Hotel, near 
the Gate ; Blackgang Chine Hotel ; Shanklin ; Bon- 
church ; Ventnor ; Bembridge ; Sandown ; also, 
though of less note, Brading ; Calbourne ; Godshill ; 
and Brixton. 

Passage Boats ply between Cowes and Newport 
every day ; the time of departure depends on the 

tide. 

*«* These allow a pleasant trip to those who can spare the 
time ; and present a view of the course and the banks of the 
river Medina, between Cowes and Newport. 

From Wootton to Portsmouth twice every day. 

From Bembridge to Portsmouth occasionally, ge- 
nerally every alternate day. 

Trading Vessels from Cowes to Poole twice in the 
week. 

Steam Vessels generally make a voyage round the 
island for pleasure parties, during a day ; of which 
due notice is given, in the course of the summer. 
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Index to the principal Seats in the Island, $ by whom occupied. 
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Appley 


J. Hyde, Esq. 


60 


Appuldurcombe 


The Eight Hon. Earl Yarborough 94 


Beauchamp 


Sir W. Gordon, bart. 


74 


Billingham 


— Staneombe, Esq. 


67 


East Cowes Castle 


N. Barwell, Esq. 


94 


Eastdene 


Capt. Swinburafe 


79 


Fairy Hill 


W. A. Glynn, Esq. 


60 


Farringford-hill 


Rev. G. Seymour 


44 


Fernhill 


Samuel Sanders, Esq. 


52 


Oatcombe House 


Capt, Berners 


67 


Permitage 


— Dawes, Esq. 


ib. 


Mirables 


Mrs. Arnold 


74 


Ningwood House 


John Fowler, Esq. 


50 


Norris Castle 


R. Bell, Esq. 


22 


Northcourt 


H. P. Gordon, Esq. 


87 


Nunwell 


Sir W. Oglander, bart. 


61 


Old Park 


I. Walkinshaw, Esq 


74 


Orchard Cottage 


Sir W. Gordon, bart. 


ib. 


Osborne House 


Her Majesty Queen Victoria 


21 


Padmore House 




94 


Pidfofcd House 
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Priory 


H. Smith, Esq. 


60 


Puckaster 


Mrs. Vine 


74 


Ryde House 


Miss Player 


54 


Steephill Castle 


I. Hamborough, Esq. 


75 


Stonepits 


Capt. Bridgstocke 


54 


St. Clare 


Col. Harcourt 


60 


St. John's 
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Swainson House 


Sir R. Simeon, bart. 


61 


"Westbrook 




60 


Westover 


Hon. A. Court Holmes, M.P. 


50 


Westridge 


Mrs. Young 

• 


60 
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INTRODUCTION. 

In the Yiews now presented to the public, it will be observeu 
that the Isle of Wight has been illustrated in its various 
features. The Undercliff, St. Boniface, and the Chines 
exhibit the bold scenery so peculiarly characteristic of the 
Island ; — Carisbrook Castle and its Gateway will interest 
the tourist, associating themselves with the melancholy 
history of Charles the First. The Views on the southern 
and western parts have their peculiar interest — for who has 
not heard of the Needle Rocks ? The Churches, and the 
description of them, will attract the attention of the 
antiquary ; and the representation of the magnificent Seats 
that were erected before the time of any of the present 
generation, and which still remain among the principal in 
the Island, tell us of its former grandeur ; while Norris 
Castle and Osborne House will interest all — the former 
having been, and the latter still being, the occasional 
residence of royalty ; while to its rural scenery has been 
given a due proportion. Thus it is presumed that the work 
will claim the attention, and merit the approbation, of Visi- 
tors to the Island, who may wish to carry with them a 
representation of the many beauties they have surveyed. 



ILLUSTRATIONS AND DESCRIPTION. 

ILLUSTRATION ' JAGB 

1 Appuldubcombe 1 

2 Gateway to Caeisbrook Castle 7 

3 Cabisbrook Castle 9 

4 Fbbnhill 13 

5 Nobbis Castle 15 

Osbobne House (vignette) 17 

6 Entrance to St. John's 21 

7 Godshill 23 

8 Shanklin Chine 25 

9 St. Boniface Down and Cottage 27 

10 Bonchubch and St. Boniface Down 29 

11 Stbephill and Castle 31 

12 Undebcliff 33 

13 Blackgang Chine 35 

14 The Needle Rooks 37 

15 Arched Rock in Freshwater Bat ... 39 

16 Village of Niton and Church 41 

17 Gatcombe House 43 

18 Yarmouth 45 

19 Shalfleet Church 47 

20 Swainston 49 
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ILLUSTRATION I. 

APPULPURCOMBE 

(THE SKAT OF THE EARL OF TARBOBOVOH.) 

Appuldurcombe is the chief seat in the Island, 
and has been for many centuries in the Worsley 
family : it took its name from the manor of Worsley, 
about seven miles from Manchester, which they 
possessed in the reign of Richard the Second. The 
old mansion underwent considerable repairs in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, and was taken down by 
Sir Robert Worsley at the beginning of the last cen- 
tury, when the present mansion was begun in 1710, 
but left ip an unfinished state. It was afterwards 
completed by Sir Richard Worsley who made con- 
siderable additions, and much improved on the 
original design. 

It is worthy of notice that the name of this place 
is from three Welch words, Y Pwtt y dwr y cum, 
signifying the pool qf water in the hollow, or recess of 
a kill* The spot, therefore, is of ancient British 
celebrity. 

The present proprietor Lord Yarborough, came in 
possession of the estate in consequence of his union 
with the late Lady Yarborough, who was heiress to 
her maternal uncle, Sir Richard Worsley, bart. Lord 
Yarborough succeeded to the Peerage, as second 
Baron Yarborough, on the decease of his father in 
1823, and was raised to the Earldom in 1827* 
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This splendid residence presents a display of 
magnificence and classic taste that renders it the 
pride of the island, while it deservedly ranks with 
the first abodes of wealth and splendour. The prin- 
cipal approach to it is from Godshill, through a fine 
gateway of the Ionic order, in the form of a tri- 
umphal arch, by which we enter the park ; . this is 
diversified in surface, and enriched with groups of 
noble trees. It is bounded on two sides by lofty 
downs;, the one surmounted by an obelisk, the other 
marked by a pleasing object of imaginary ruins, 
called Cook's Castle. On the slope of the down 
that bounds the park to the west, stands the stately 
mansion, a grand pile of freestone. It is pleasantly 
situated about seven miles from Newport. It has 
four regular fronts of the Corintliian order. A stone 
colonnade has been added to the southern front. 
The grand entrance in the east front is through a 
spacious hall, adorned with eight beautiful columns 
of the Ionic order, of a composition resembling 
porphyry. On this floor are several handsome apart- 
ments, containing an excellent library, many valuable 
portraits and other good paintings, busts, Grecian 
antiques, medals, and various other rarities-— the whole 
classically selected by the late Sir Richard Worsley, 
during his travels abroad, and here carefully arranged 
according to a printed catalogue, one of which is de- 
posited in the British Museum. So extensive is the 



mansion that on each of the two floors, above the 
ground, there, are between twenty and thirty bed- 
rooms, besides smaller ones as dressing rooms. 

Some of the paintings at Appuldurcombe House 
are of the very first degree of merit. Among them, 
the following are particularly remarkable. 

Henry VIII., on pannel, by Holbein: a present 
from that monarch to Sir James Worsley, during a 
visit to Appuldurcombe. 

Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, and Mary his 
wife, the queen dowager of France; small, on pannel, 
Mabeuse : both these pieces are mentioned in Wal- 
pole's Anecdotes. 

1 Edward VI.; Holbein: a very curious small picture, 
in which Edward is depicted as very young, with a 
rattle in his hand. 

Sir Henry Neville, and Frances his daughter; 
Cornelius J arisen. 

Philip Herbert, Earl of Pembroke ; Vandyke. 
* Walter, Earl of Essex, date, 1572 ; Jaccharo. 

Roxalana, in the Georgian dress; Bellini. Rox- 
alana was a Venetian, and was married to Soliman 
IL, «fter having lived several years with him. 
Bellini painted this portrait at Constantinople, 
whither he had been sent by the doge of Venice, 
at the request of Soliman. She died in 1564. 

Philip IV., of Spain, and his queen Isabella; 
Velasquez : these were brought from Grenada. 
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■ ' Pope Alexander ¥1. ; Titian* 

Hobbes, of Malmesbtiry ; Vatidyke. 

Cleopatra applying the asp ; MwrWo. 
- Joseph, with the ihfknt Christ, and the stoning 
of Stephen ; both by Titian. 

The School of Athens, a fine classic composition 
by Tresham ; a grand Descent from the Cross, by 
Daniel da Volterra; St. Jerome in the Wilderness 
by Salvator Rosa ; and Lawrence's celebrated por- 
trait of Kembte, in Coriokmus. Several excellent 
.Dutch and Flemish paintings and landscapes by 
Zuccarelli are also to be noticed. The statues and 
busts form likewise a fine collection. 

His lbrdship liberally permits a public view of the 
mansion, with its magnificent collection, by tickets, 
from his solicitor in Newport, on stated days 
in the wfeek* 

Sir Richard Worsley, the historian of his native 
island, ift which his ancestors long enjoyed extensive 
possessions, died at this, his favourite retreat, on 
the eighth of August, 1805* He was succeeded in 
the title by the Rev. Dr* Worsley, of Pidford house, 
afterwards Sir Henry Worsley Holmes, Bart., and 
then by Sir Leonard Thomas Worsley Holmes, 
Bart., and M.P. for the borough of Newport, since 
deceased. Sit Richard succeeded his father, Sir 
Thomas, in 1768; And, in 1775, married Seymour, 
one of the daughters of the late Sir John Fleming, 
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Bart., of Brampton park, Middlesex; by whom he 
had one son, Robert Edwin Worsley, wbo died 
before him, By this foilare of mite issue, * joiners 
aff £70,000 reverted to I*dy Wordey;; *»d Sir 
Bichard leaving no will, hie estates and property 
devobred , to his netae, ithe daughter of the Hon. 
Bridgman Simpson, srho married hoxd Yajrborpqghfc 
End who thus ccan&e in posseasieii of the estate. 
Some tame before hie ideatb, J8ir Jtechaud had ihved 
in a state of seclusion. He was oomptapUer jtf 
bin Majesty's household, gonemor <©f titae isle of 
Wight, colonel of the South Hants Militia, and 
he represented the borough of Newport in parr 
liament. During the years 1785, 1786, and 1787, 
he made a tour through Italy, Spain, Greece, 
Egypt, Asia Minor, and Tartary. He freighted 
a ship for himself and his suite, engaged some 
excellent artists to accompany him, and thus, at 
a great expense, formed the fine collection of an- 
tiques, with which this elegant mansion is adorned. 
Two very sumptuous volumes, descriptive of them, in 
Italian and English, with engravings, were printed 
by Sir Richard, under the title of Museum Wors- 
leianum. 

The park is well stocked with deer. The soil is 
very rich, and affords excellent pasturage. Beeches 
of uncommon magnitude, interspersed with venerable 
oaks, form the back-ground above the house. The 



different eminences command most extensive and 
grand prospects* On the east are seen, St. Helen's 

road, Spithead, and Portsmouth ; on the west, the 
cliffs at Freshwater, the Dorset coast, and the Isle 
of Portland; on the north, New Forest and the 
Solent ; on the south, the British channel. Among 
the objects embraced by a nearer view from the 
house are two already noticed, an obelisk of Cornish 
granite, nearly seventy feet in height, erected to the 
memory of Sir Robert Worsley; and on a rocky 
cliff, about a mile from the park, eastward, is the 
the artificial ruin, already noticed, called Cook's 
castle. 
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ILLUSTRATION 2. 

GATEWAY TO CARISBROOK CASTLE. 

On approaching Carisbrook Castle, as we wind 
round the hill, the outer Gateway is first seen. The 
principal entrance is between the two round towers, 
and looking inwards to the more ancient part within. 

Passing by the advanced gate through the outer 
modern works, and crossing the wide moat, we pass 
under the machicolated entrance, and remains of the 
portcullis, which are defended by two lofty round 
towers, of the age of Edward the Fourth, and sup- 
posed to be built by Lord Woodville, as his arms are 
carved on the top, and the roses of York on each 
side. At the extremity of the passage betwixt these 
is the venerable ancient gate. By this we „ enter the 
court : on the right stands the chapel of St. Nicholas, 
that forms a parish of itself, having attached to it 
several tracts of land in different parts of the island, 
but no service is now performed in it. 

Opposite to the chapel, on the other side, are the 
remains of the rooms where King Charles was con- 
fined ; in the ruined upper wall of which, we see the 
window from which he attempted to make his escape. 

Beyond, in front, stands the governor's house, having 
some good spacious apartments, but now destitute of 
furniture ; excepting what is necessary for the accom- 



modation of a servant, who shows the castle to 
strangers* 

Round these buildings we pass to the ancient keep, 
round tower, or dungeon, on a mount ascended by 
seVenty-two steps. From the top of this is a fftost 
extensive and pleasing prospect. The whole town of 
Newport, with the Medina, bounded by Bast and West 
Cowes ; the spacious barracks of the depot, and the 
neighbouring House of Industry ; the fine eminence of 
St. George's down, and the distant downs above Appul- 
durcombe, under whose obelisk is seen the conspicuous 
church of Godshill ; nearet are the hills to the west* 
ward, seen over the neighbouring valley and pictu- 
resque village of Carisbrook* The intervening hill> 
near Gatcombe, just intercepts St. Catherine's ; whose 
distant brow would otherwise give a grand finish to 
. his lovely panorama. , 
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ILLUSTRATION 3. 

CARISBROOK CASTLE 

(taken feom the village of cabisbbook). 

Independently of its d&ims to notice as & 
monument of remote antiquity, the strong fortress, 
whose history is of high renown in the annals of the 
island, and within whose Walls have occurred scenes 
of great importance in the general history of our 
country, this castle highly deserves notice, from its 
situation and its interesting remains. While tracing 
its antique structure its story is more strongly 
impressed upon cmt minds; and the castle itself 
being an object that may be correctly termed pictu- 
resque, associates well With the surrounding scenery: 

A pleasant road of about a mile from Newport, 
passing through an enclosed footpath, called the Mall, 
and the village of Caiisbrook, leads to the castle ; 
whose mouldering 'Walls surmount a round hill, 
sufficiently high to resist the danger of a Sudden 
assault, but commanded by some higher eminences 
at no great distance. The general appearance of the 
fortress, as seen from the road ascending, the strong 
outline of its ruined walls and elevated keep, with the 
abrupt descent towards the valley, the town and 
the downs in the 'distance, ore eminently beautiful. 
Our view has nearly the same objects, but is taken 
from the village in front. 
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This castle is principally of three distinct periods. 
There is every reason to suppose that the keep is of 
Saxon construction; and consequently built before 
Conquest, but this is by no means certain : the 
opinion is founded on a remark of Sir Richard 
Worsley in his History of the island, who observes 
that " the Saxons built one entire fortification round, 
or as near so as the situation of the place would 
admit; while the Norman Castles consisted of two 
separate fortifications, the keep and the base court : 
it is therefore prpbable that the keep or dungeon of 
the Castle of Carisbrook is a Saxon fortification, and 
that the base was added by the Normans." To 
this, soon after the Norman conquest, a greater extent 
of works appears to have been added, including the 
inner area of the present fortress. Round this, the 
outworks, of some extent, and. occupying the whole 
summit of the hill, were added, in some degree of 
regularity, according to the jnore modern rules in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth. Besides these principal 
dates of the different parts of the fortress, we have 
traces of improvements and repairs, at various times, 
particularly about the time of Edward IV. when 
the beautiful towers must have been added that 
grace the entrance as already noticed. The angles 
of the walls were rebuilt by Queen Elizabeth: 
the outworks then added are three quarters of a 
mile round. The inner fortress occupied about 
twenty acres. 
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The walls which still remain of the ancient part of 
the castle enclose a space of about an acre and a half; 
the shape is nearly that of a right-angled parallelo- 
gram, with the angles rounded off; the greatest length 

is from east to west* 

The towers have the appearance of much greater 
antiquity than the other buildings of the castle, 
probably of the period alluded to above. The ram- 
parts between the towers are about twenty feet 
high, and eight feet thick ; in both these dimen- 
sions is included the parapet, which formerly ran all 
round the works; this is two feet and a half in 
thickness. 

The old castle is included within a more modern 
fortification, the part built by Queen Elizabeth. It 
is an irregular pentagon, faced with stone, and 
defended by five bastions, on the outside of which 
runs a deep ditch; the north curtain (perhaps on 
account of its length) has a break in the middle 
to make a flank. 

In the early periods of our history, Carisbrook was 
the seat of government, and probably the principal 
place in the Island ; the lords and captains, as they 
were then called, before the title of governor was in- 
troduced, resided there. 
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ILLUSTRATION 4. 

FERNHILL 

(THE SEAT 0* SAMUEL SANDERS, ESQ.) 

« On a commanding eminence,above Wootton bridge, 
this mansion presents its elegant structure and em* 
bellished grounds, to crown a landscape which boasts 
of a display of striking beauties. The deep recess of 
the northern shore betwixt Cowes and Ryde, whose 
banks are wooded to the very water's edge, has the 
spacious inlet called Fishbourne Creek; where the 
tide flows, a considerable distance up the country; 
bordered on the eastern side by the beautiful wood of 
Firestone, which extends along nearly its whole 
course, and terminates its progress towards the high 
land that descends from Ashey Down. In one part 
only, where the road approaches Wootton bridge, 
does the wood for a short space disappear : and this 
is adorned by the mansion of Kitehill and the 
scattered rural habitations of the village beneath. 
Passing the long causeway, under which the tide 
makes its way, and on its return works the consider- 
able mill adjoining, the remainder of the village adorns 
the other, bank, and the road ascends the long rise of 
Fernhill, and passes close by its lofty tower. Such 
is the situation of the opposite neighbourhood : the 
estate of Fernhill, forms the other side of the 
picture. The plantations border on the road, the 
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grounds slope along the margin of the expanded sheet 
of water, which appears a fine lake backed by woods 
and lofty downs. In this situation the late Lord 
Bolton, governor of the island, erected this elegant 
mansion ; but soon parted with it to Samuel Shute, 
Esq., since deceased. 

The house is a spacious edifice, in the Gothic 
style, having some resemblance to a church. The 
front has an open corridor, rising to the upper 
windows supported by five slender pillars of great 
height. At each end are the principal rooms, which 
are sumptuously fitted up. The eastern end has at 
large Gothic church window of great beauty, the 
upper part of which lights an elegant drawing room 
on the first floor. Behind rises a square tower 
above the house, from which springs a lofty octagon 
tower, surmounted by a small round gallery, whence 
is a most commanding view of the island and opposite 
coast. The grounds rank among the finest in the 
island. The shrubbery, extending to Wootton bridge^ 
and the plantations throughout, are flourishing and 
luxuriant. The Arbutus abounds here in perfec- 
tion ; and various tender and exotic plants are to be 
found thriving amongst the sheltered walks. 
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ILLUSTRATION V. 

NORMS CASTLE. 

The island has here to boast its most stately orna- 
ment, placed on the conspicuous northern point 
opposite to the main land. In this situation, which 
was originally occupied by a farm, whose advantages 
must have struck the eye of taste, the late Lord 
Hugh Seymour erected a noble mansion ; in a style 
of grandeur, which Mr. Wyatt has adapted at once 
for. ornament of the neighbourhood, and the enjoy- 
ment of its peculiar advantages. 

The hill that rises above East Cowes crowns the' 
mouth of the river Medina, to the eastward, with 
a fine eminence extending in that direction, and boldly 
sloping to the shore. The northern extremity, called 
Old-Castle Point, from a fort which no longer exists,' 
is the commencement of this estate ; which extends 
to the summit where the road approaches from East 
Cowes, passing a lofty tower placed as a lodge 
and sea mark on the highest ground, and descending 
a little the fine slope, the noble pile appears, display- 
ing its stately elegance, and enjoying views almost 
unbounded. 

Looking from its castellated turrets, in the distance 
appears the fine expanse of water, dividing the island 
from the main land. New Forest and Southampton 
water, the Hampshire coast to Portsmouth, with the 
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monument erected to the memory of Lord Nelson, 
all appear from this eminence ; while the shipping at 
the Motherbank, and the royal navy at Spithead, 
present a picture than which a finer cannot well 
be conceived. 

The grounds descend with a bold slope to the 
water's edge, and rise above the mansion, abounding 
with fine trees, and ornamented by a range of build- 
ing at a distance, in a corresponding style, that 
within embattled walls and turret crowned gateways 
includes all the conveniences of stabling and farm. 

The view is taken from the sea# The long range 
of stately battlements, with the intervening turrets, 
imparts an air of grandeur to the numerous apart- 
ments at this end, though mostly servants' rooms. 
The principal apartments are at the further end, 
comprising the large square and round towers ; from 
this point is the view already described. 

The other side, which is the principal front, is still 
more stately: there is a grand entrance, through 
a massive gate into an inner court, surrounded by 
the offices. The principal building at the eastern 
end embellishes the view from Ryde and Portsmouth. 

Norris Castle was honoured as the residence, 
during two Successive summers, of her present 
Majesty, while Princess Victoria and her illustrious 
mother the Duchess of Kent. 
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OSBORNE. 

Immediately connected with the estate of Norris 
is that of Osborne, the summer marine residence of 
her present Majesty. As every thing connected with 
it is now so peculiarly interesting to the public, we 
shall present to the reader a history of the manor 
from an early period, and of the mansion* At pre- 
sent we only give a representation of the house and 
grounds in their present state, as a vignette. Large 
additions are now making to the house under the 
superintendence of Mr. Cubitt, but these cannot be 
completed for the reception of her Majesty till the 
next season, when we propose giving a plate of the 
edifice as completed. 

Osborne, formerly called Austerbourne, near Bar- 
ton, is a manor that was held by the family of Bower- 
man i and, in the reign of Henry VIII., came to the 
possession of John Arney, who married Alice, the 
daughter and heiress of Richard Bowerman. The 
right of possession was contested in the twenty-fourth 
year of the same reign, between Nicholas Bowerman 
and Arney, when it was awarded to the latter. In 
the third year of the reign of Edward VI., it passed 
to John Lovibond, by purchase, and in the fifth of 
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Charles I. was transferred, in like manner, to Eustace 
Man, Esq., who lived during the Civil War. He is 
said to have buried some valuable property in a road 
on the manor, which he could not afterwards find. 
The place where the treasure is supposed to have 
been buried is still called "Money Coppice." 
At the Restoration, he applied to Charles II. for a 
grant, and procured a very full one of all wafts, es* 
trays, wrecks, treasure- trove, &c, with the privilege 
of free warren for the manor of Osborne : this grant is 
now in the possession of the lord of the manor. John 
Man, the son of Eustace, was possessed of great pro- 
perty, and left several bequests to charitable uses in 
1705. The manor descended to John Blachford, 
Esq., of Sandhall, near Fordingbridge, in Hampshire, 
the son of Elizabeth, the sole heiress of the above 
Man, and was, till lately, in the same family. Robert 
Pope Blachford, Esq., built the present house at 
Osborne, about the middle of the last century. 

In the year 1843, her Majesty having expressed a 
desire for a summer residence in the Isle of Wight, 
partly for the benefit of the health of the royal chil- 
dren, and probably expressing a wish to have Norris 
Castle, the residence of her childhood, the Govern- 
ment began a negociation with Mr. Bell, who had 
bought the estate, and would have given him a large 
sum for it above what he had paid ; but his demand 
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was so exorbitant, that the negociation was broken 
off, and Osborne was purchased instead. Since the 
first purchase large additions have been made to the 
grounds, by annexing Barton to that of Osborne; 
and when the new building shall have been com- 
pleted, it will deserve the character of a royal resi- 
dence. 

On the ground floor of the mansion now in the 
course of building, are the dining-room and with- 
drawing-room, each measuring about 50 ft. by 30 ft., 
and a billiard-room; on the floor above, the royal 
bedchamber, and the Prince's dressing-room, with 
several smaller sleeping-rooms. The other floors 
need not be described. The present elevation ex- 
hibits a tower above the entrance, raised above the 
other parts of the building for the purpose, probably, 
of a more extensive view. 

Although the mansion that is now in the course of 
construction stands at some distance from the pre- 
sent house, yet it is intended to connect them either 
by an additional building, or by a covered way : it is 
understood that the plan has not yet been decided 
on ; but, whatever it may be, there can be no doubt 
that the old mansion, if not entirely removed, will be 
used merely as offices. 

A new pier has lately been constructed at a 

place, that was formerly called " Mead's Hole " for 

c 2 
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the convenience of landing, and the road much 
improved leading to the house. The new building 
presents an imposing appearance from the water, 
while coasting along this part of the Island. 

The house commands fine views, though not so 
extensive as those of Norris, but the tower alluded 
to above will, doubtless, supply this deficiency. 
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ILLUSTRATION 6. 

LODGE, OB COTTAGE ENTRANCE TO ST. JOHN'S. 

If to gratify the public taste, and form a favorite 
subject of recollection, be a criterion of any superior 
excellence or beauty, this subject has peculiar claims 
to notice ; for few are so familiar to the recollection 
of the tourist as this simply elegant approach to Si? 
R. Simeon's grounds; at the commencement of 
which, on the road from Ryde to Brading and St. 
Helen's, these cottages form a lodge of a, very pe- 
culiar description. The taste of the late Mr. Rep* 
ton has here been most conspicuous; giving to this 
estate an ornament beyond what a more laboured 
and costly edifice would have conferred, and thus 
furnishing an additional gratification to the numerous 
annual visitors to the island. 

Within a handsome railing and gateway the avenue 
commences, between two charming cottages of stone; 
whose thatch is disposed in a pleasing manner, and 
in front thrown forward over a rustic porch, formed 
by natural trunks of trees. 

The trees within form a fine back ground, where 
the road is seen to proceed amidst the richest foliage : 
it soon winds round behind the cottages, and in a 
serpentine course, ascends the hill towards the house, 
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bordered by a flourishing plantation, and affording a 
succession of agreeable and varying prospects. 

The interior of these cottages is not unworthy of 
remark. They are so disposed as to contain, in the 
small space of about 18 feet square, a sitting room 
and bed room, with a pantry : the one affording a 
comfortable residence for the cottager who attends 
the gate ; the other an occasional retreat for company, 
where a few books, some neat suitable furniture, and 
the pleasing novelty of the situation, must give a 
charm that a fastidious taste can hardly fail to allow. 

This a very few years ago was a sequestered spot ; 
but the numerous buildings that have lately been 
raised in the neighbourhood have deprived it of its 
former rustic character. 
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ILLUSTRATION 7. 

GODSHILL. 

This is one of the ancient parishes that existed 
before the compilation of Domesday book, and one 
of the six churches given by William Fitz-Osborne 
to the abbey of Lyra. 

The church stands on the top of a steep hill, com- 
manding a most beautiful prospect, and is an ancieut 
well built edifice with cross aisles : several of the old 
tombs in it have had brass figures and inscriptions 
on them, which have long been stripped off. Among 
the monuments remaining are a handsome tomb of 
Sir John Leigh and Mary his wife ; a monument of 
Sir James Worsley and his lady, who was daughter 
and heiress of Sir John Leigh; and one to the 
memory of Captain Richard Worsley, son of Sir 
James ; and in the north part of it, a superb modern 
monument of marble has been erected to the me- 
mory of Sir Robert Worsley and his brother Henry, 
the last heirs of the elder branch of this family, 
whose busts are finely sculptured, and placed upon 
the sarcophagus of the monument. 

It appears that in January, 1778, the church was 
struck with lightning and considerably damaged. 

The obelisk, placed on the high ground beyond, 
makes a pleasing and conspicuous object, as seen 
from this village over the church. 
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ILLUSTRATION 8. 

SHANK1IN CHINE. 

The term " Chine," as applied to a fissure in the 
earth, is little used, except in this island. It is de- 
rived from the backbone of an animal, both in the 
menage and in culinary language, which forms the 
highest ridge of the body. Echine, in the French, is 
used in the same sense. Hence the word Chine may 
be thought peculiarly expressive of a high ridge of 
land, abruptly cleft down ; and several parts of the 
southern coast, denominated Chines, all correspond 
with this description. 

Of the famed beauties of this island, amid the at- 
tractions that draw the visitor of taste, and form the 
subject of pleasing recollection, Shanklin Chine ranks 
deservedly high. Whether it be visited by itself, or 
made a part of the Southern Tour, it must be equally 
noticed with high feelings of gratification. 

We cannot fail to be charmed with the rich cloth- 
ing of its nearly perpendicular or boldly sloping 
sides; where the many fine trees and shrubs, that 
shoot up in rich luxuriance, are such as have been 
left by the continual torrents; being more firmly 
rooted than numbers that must have been torn, or 
washed away, and precipitated to the beach below. 
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The course of the torrents that have formed this 
Chine, has given its whole progress a serpentine 
direction ; from the stream above the village it takes 
two bold and finely circuitous curves, to its wide 
opening to the sea. A little below the inn the stream 
is hemmed in between hard rocks, over which it 
bursts, taking a winding course, and falls about 
twenty feet. Below this the cavity widens, taking 
two bold sweeps, till the stream reaches the shore. 
On either side the lofty banks are continually trick- 
ling down with the gushing of various springs, that 
make their way incessantly into the cavity; thus 
constantly enlarging it, by carrying down portions of 
its softer strata. Here the perpendicular sides be- 
twixt which it issues, over the beach, are near 300 
feet high, and 180 feet asunder. 

Crossing the stream, before it falls upon the shore, 
and looking up at the side where we descended, we 
have the fine subject of the annexed view. This does 
not exhibit so much of the yawning gulph we have 
described above, and as pourtrayed by others, but it 
presents the happiest mixture of the grand and beau- 
tiful, the awful and the pleasing : the most cheerful 
scenes of rural life suspended, as it were, amid the 
most threatening precipices. 
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ILLUSTRATION 9. 

ST. BONIFACE COTTAGE. 

The beautiful cottage that is the subject of the 
annexed plate stands at the bottom of St. Boniface 
Down, whose bold eminence rising above it, shows it 
in strong contrast. It formerly stood on the main 
road from Ventnor to Bonchurch, but a new road 
having within a few years been cut, the old one is 
now but little used, and has given to the cottage the 
advantage of seclusion to its other attractions. 

From the exterior cottage style, it might be sup- 
posed to be nothing more than a cottage, but the 
interior presents some excellent apartments. 
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ILLUSTRATION 10. 

BONCHURCH 

'AMD 

ST. BONIPACE DOWN. 

Having passed the newly sprung up village of 
Bonchurch, we enter on the annexed view, taking 
part of what may be called the ancient village. We 
descend into a sequestered dell : a brook, following 
the winding course along the sides of what may 
aptly be called a mountain, forms a lake at the foot 
of the nearly perpendicular declivity, over-arched by 
luxuriant trees, round which the road winds. 

St. Boniface commences behind Ventnor and con- 
tinues to some distance beyond the old village of 
Bonchurch. The annexed view presents nearly its 
highest elevation. 
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ILLUSTRATION II. 

STEEPHILL CASTLE 

(THE SEAT OF J. HAMBOROUGH, ESQ.) 

Before noticing the superb castellated mansion 
that now adorns this village, it will not be uninter- 
esting to the reader to know something of its former 
state, when not less celebrated, though in more 
humble guise, as the beautiful cottage of the Earl 
of Dysart. At the time alluded to this was consi- 
dered as the bijou of the back of the island, whether 
the beautiful situation of the cottage itself be con- 
sidered, or the magnificent scenery it commanded 
along the line of the UnderclifF. The Right Hon. 
Willbraham Tollemarche, Earl of Dysart, was the 
last possessor of Steephill Cottage: he died at an 
advanced age in 1821. 

Within a very few years the character of "the 
back of the Island " has been changed : the part that 
has been mostly marked by the change is from 
Bonchurch to this point, and no where has the 
change been so great — the beautiful cottage being 
replaced by a castellated mansion, which does not 
ill associate with the surrounding scenery. A large 
square tower rises about the centre of the northern 
end of the building, and a smaller one of an octagon 
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shape on the eastern side. The structure has a 
most imposing character, and being raised consider- 
ably higher than the cottages that formerly stood on 
t its sifle, commands a more extended view. 
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ilCustration 12. 

UNDERCLIFR 

It is scarcely possible either by a drawing, or 
representation in language to give a correct idea of 
the stupendous and magnificent scenery of the Un- 
dercliff. The appearance of the cliff from which 
this wonderful territory receives its name, cannot be 
better described, than by comparing it to a vast 
wall, like that of an ancient fortification. In early 
ages, probably from causes similar to those which 
lately affected the neighbouring hill, this tract of 
country suddenly subsided. The precipitous wall, 
which was formed by the convulsion, became a 
shelter to the land beneath; and as the soil was 
favourable, it was quickly clothed with verdure. 
Such a spot attracted the notice of man. He built 
his cottage, and cultivated as much of the soil as 
was capable of tillage, and thus was shaped the 
lovely scenery of the Undercliff, with fields of every 
size, and rocky fragments of every form, intermixed 
with cottages, winding lawns, and tufted trees; one 
while rising on sudden elevations, then sinking into 
deep dells, watered by crystal streams; in all its 
parts eminently beautiful ; and, as a whole, height- 
ened in beauty by contrast with the barren rock on 
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whose skirt it hangs, and with thS broad blue deep, 
whose waves roll far beneath it. It may excite our 
surprise, that such a scene should never yet have 
awakened the enthusiasm of poetry ! 

The view that we present to the reader is taken 
near Mirables : it may serve to give a faint idea of 
this bold and uncommon scenery. This district 
alone would amply reward a visit to the island. The 
tourist, while surveying the expanse of the British 
Channel, will gradually approach the apparent termi- 
nation of his walk, (seemingly bounded by the edge 
of the cliff,) expecting to see an abrupt descent to the 
shore, but he will discover a new scene of vegitation , 

many fathoms below, skirting the foot of the shelving 
rock, nearly half a mile in breadth. This line of road 
extends between four or five miles, and affords a 
great variety of scenery. 
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ILLUSTRATION 13. 

BLACKGANG CHINE 

Although it is equally difficult to describe the 
scenery of Blackgang Chine, as the Undercliff, in 
language, it is more easy to give a correct represen- 
tation of it. The annexed view will furnish this to 
the reader. Towering masses of sandstone, resem- 
bling ruined fortifications, almost ready to crush the 
beholder, are piled on each other, and founded on a 
crumbling soil, in many places of a black and brittle 
clay, and in some of soft yellow sand. These rugged 
cliffs terminate on the shore in a beetling precipice* 
forty feet in height, over which the stream discharges 
itself; forming, in wet seasons, a considerable cas- 
cade, but, when the water is less plentiful, falling in a 
sort of shower. This excavation is principally com- 
posed of a black earth, whence probably the name 
of the chine. Near the bottom is a belt of iron 
sandstone, resembling an enormous bar, which one 
might fancy contrived for the support of the cliff. 
At a short distance from this part of the chine, an 
echo is produced which has this singular property, 
that when two persons, standing at a convenient 
distance, speak alternately, neither of them hears the 
reverberation of his own voice, but that of his com- 
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panion very clearly, proceeding, as it seems, from 
a high part of the cliff, in a slanting direction from 
the person speaking. When the wind blows freshly 
from the south-west, the echo is sometimes astonish- 
ing, and seems to issue in a hollow roar from beneath 
the hill. This spot is equally singular and magnifi- 
cent, and though the want of wood prevents its 
being at all what is commonly called picturesque, 
its nakedness corresponds with the savage character 
of the whole. 

Portions of the sides of this Chine are upwards 
of four hundred feet in height, and no vegetation is 
seen in any part: its whole character is dark and 
gloomy. From its summit westward, we have a fine 
sea view, extending to the coast of Dorsetshire, 
embracing Fresh-water Cliffs, and the Needle Rocks. 
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ILLUSTRATION 14. 



THE NEEDLE ROCIfi. 



These remarkable rocks are seen from many 
points ; but the best is from the sea, either from the 
south in Scratchell's Bay, or from the north on 
rounding Hatherwood Point* A boat may be hired 
at Freshwater, which, on a calm day, will famish the 
tourist with a pleasant water excursion, and gratify 
him with a view of the stupendous cliffs of Fresh- 
water. It is along this range of cliff that the diver- 
sion is taken of shooting marine birds, which are 
found here in immense numbers, either on the wing 
or floating on the water, while others sit in rows on 
the cliffs, as if marshalled to resist some sudden 
attack from another tribe of the feathered race. 

Soon after embarking on the proposed excursion, 
we shall catch a view of the rocks from the point 
from which the view is taken. They took their name 
from one that was lofty and pointed, resembling the 
appearance of a needle : it was upwards of one hun- 
dred and sixty feet in height, above low water mark, 
but during a boisterous night, in the year 1764, it 
fell with a tremendous crash, and totally disappeared. 
The remaining rocks are remarkable, having a num- 
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ber of sharp points on their tops, resembling the 
grinders of some huge animal. 

Another point from which they are to be seen is 
from the land at the extremity of Freshwater Cliffs, 
and near the Light-house on the most western part 
of the island. Here we look down on them, but the 
grand effect, as produced by a view from the sea, is 
lost by their being seen at a much greater. distance, 
and their peculiar characteristics can scarcely be 
distinguished on account of their apparent and com- 
paratively diminutive size. 
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ILLUSTRATION 15. 

ARCHED ROCK IN FRESHWATER BAY. 

Among the many natural cariosities in the Island 
those in the neighbourhood of Freshwater are not 
the least interesting. The Cave is minutely described 
in the "Tourist's Guide." Somewhat to the east- 
ward is another, t€ The Arched Rock," as repre- 
sented in the accompanying view. A walk along the 
beach will soon bring the stranger to the point where 
it is seen to the greatest advantage. 

There is every reason to suppose that the Rock 
once formed part of the adjoining Cliff, which in past 
ages was separated from it by the violent action of 
the waves, and the same power probably caused the 
perforation. On the shore above is a high pebbly 
beach terminated by a beetling cliff. 
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ILLUSTRATION 16. 



NITON. 



This pleasant village, where the interesting part 
of the southern tour commences, is eight miles and 
an half from Newport, at the eastern base of St* 
Catherine's Hill, from whose summit it is distant 
about a mile: it is surrounded on the east and 
south by the parish of Whitwell, by Chale on the 
west, and by the sea on the south. 

Instead of being placed on the shore, as might be 
expected from its appellation of Crab Niton,* it 
really stands on a most elevated situation ; having a 
descent of half a mile, through a break in the range 
of cliff, to the small cove of Puckaster, where its 
fishing boats are kept on the shore below. 

The houses of Niton are sufficiently numerous to 
form two streets : they are roughly built of common 
stone, and are all thatched, with some few exceptions. 

The neat and venerable Church, one of the oldest 
in the island, stands at the extremity of the village, 
towards St. Catherine's, on whose summit, in the 
distance, appears the sea-mark. 

In the church yard, close to the adjoining farm, 

* It is called Crab Niton on account of the number of crabs caught 
in its vicinity. 
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are the elevated steps of an ancient cross, supposed 
to have been used at the ceremony of baptism. 

A small portion of stained glass remains in the east- 
ern window, over which is a small stone cross, still 
entire. In the fore ground appears the stream of 
clear water that flows over a gravelly bed along the 
street ; within a mile it turns two mills, and, increas- 
ing in its progress through the vale of Newchurch, 
falls into Brading Harbour. 

This was one of the old parishes, whose church was 
given by Fitzosborn to the abbey of Lyra. The 
church came to the crown on the dissolution of reli- 
gious houses, and was, with five other churches in 
Hampshire, given to Queen's College, Oxford, by 
Charles the First, in exchange for the College plate. 

Trees of full growth are numerous throughout the 
village, notwithstanding its high situation ; a strong 
proof of the richness of the soil. 
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ILLUSTRATION 17. 

GATCOMBE HOUSE 

(the seat of capt. burners.) 

To the south of Carisbrook Castle, well situated 
under the downs, which there decline to the south- 
eastward, stands Gatcombe House, an ancient seat 
of the Worsley family, now the property of Capt. 
Berners. 

The estate of Gatcombe was for many years in the 
possession of a younger branch of the above family. 
The old mansion was taken down towards the end 
of the reign of George II, and the present rebuilt 
about the year 1750, by Sir Edward Worsley. It is 
a stately building, having some resemblance to Ap- 
puldurcombe : before it is a fine lawn, over which 
the house commands a wide prospect along the vale 
of Newchurch. The downs are seen behind the 
house. To the west is the church, whose square 
tower and elevated pinnacles stand on the rising 
ground above the river Medina, which flows slowly 
by the house. The lofty pines which surround it 
display the stately appearance of its white walls, and 
show the church tower to great advantage. 
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ILLUSTRATION 18. 

YARMOUTH. 

This town receives its name from its situation, 
standing at the month of the river Yar. It has 
Lymington on its opposite coast, and lies on the 
north-western part of the island. It formerly sent 
two members to Parliament, and the right of election 
was in the mayor and twelve burgesses; but the 
Reform Act of 1830 deprived it of this privelege. 

The George Inn was the mansion of Lord Holmes, 
when governor of the island; and here that noble- 
man entertained Charles the Second upon his visit 
to the town. Here is a Castle built by Henry the 
Eighth. On the platform are mounted some guns, 
which command the narrow channel which here 
divides the island from the main land. The church 
is dedicated to St. James, the tutelary saint ; 
and in a little chapel, separated from the chancel, 
may be seen the vault where the remains of the 
Holmes family are deposited. Here is likewise a 
statue of Sir Robert Holmes, who died towards the 
latter end of the seventh century. The town was 
formerly of a much larger size than it is at present. 
Indeed, it is said, that, in Queen Elizabeth's time, 
it was a handsome town, " having in it many good 
livers, who spent about forty pounds per annum. 



97 



I 



46 

But, even now, owing to the constant resort of ves- 
sels which are passing to and fro through this narrow 
part of the Solent, it enjoys a considerable degree of 
prosperity, which has been greatly increased since 
the introduction of steam navigation ; as by this 
means the town has now more constant communica- 1 

tion with Portsmouth, Hyde, and Southampton. 

This borough has regularly sent members to Par- 
liament from the twenty-seventh of Elizabeth. It 
had a new charter granted to it by James the First, 
in the seventh year of his reign. This charter states, 
after the preamble, that, " whereas, it appears by the 
records in the Remembrancer's Office in the Exche- 
quer, in the second year of Richard the Second, 
that the Town of Yarmouth was entirely burned by 
the enemy, and the inhabitants greatly impoverished; 
and, whereas, for that reason King Henry the 
Eighth caused a castle to be built, since which the 
town is better inhabited than before, and it is hoped 
that it will yet be more filled with people, for increas- 
ing the strength of the Island and guarding the said 
castle, if his Majesty would re-grant them their 
liberties." The charter grants to the town all their 
foxmer privileges " saving and reserving out of this 
grant, the Castle of Yarmouth, its ditches, trenches, 
and limits, wherein the said mayor and burgesses 
have no power or authority to enter." 



ILLUSTRATION 19. 

SHALFLEET CHURCH. 

This church is an ancient and singular structure : 
it consists of a body, chancel, and south aisle, with 
a low tower of considerable breadth. The north 
porch is of Norman architecture, embeUished with a 
rude sculpture of a bishop, with his arms extended, 
and his hands resting on animals resembling griffins. 
The windows were formerly ornamented with painted 
glass : the arms of Montacute, Earl of Salisbury, and 
of Isabella de Fortibus, still remain in them. 

We have a very early account of the manor of 
Shalfleet : it was held by Edric in the time of Ed- 
ward the Confessor, and, at the time of the general 
survey, was among the extensive possessions of 
Gozeline Fitz Aron. It afterwards came into the 
possession of the Trenchard family, with whom it 
remained for several successive centuries. 

The church is mentioned in Domesday Book, 
though doubtless the present structure was built 
subsequently to that period. The impropriation, 
after the dissolution of monasteries, was purchased 
by Lord Chief Justice Fleming, who devised it to a 
younger branch of his family. After passing through 
several hands, it came to the family of Reeves. 
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ILLUSTRATION 20. 

SWAINSTON 

(THE RESIDENCE OF SIB E. SIMEON, BABT.) 

. This seat and the surrounding country is well- 
wooded, diversified in surface, and adorned to its 
utmost capability by plantations on every spot which 
could seem adapted to them. This fine scenery 
commences at Calbourn, and extends to near Cans* 
brook : it is screened by the high ridge of downs to 
the south, which crosses the middle of the island, 
and stretches towards the northern shore, where 
Gurnards and Shorness bays break the view, and the 
sea that intervenes, with New Forest beyond, forms 
an agreeable finish to the picture* 

In the midst of this domain stands the elegant 
and commodious modern-built mansion. It is seen 
to great advantage from the road, where it combines 
happily with the surrounding scenery. But as a 
building it should be viewed from a little distance 
within the grounds. Another advantageous point is 
from the hill ascending towards Carisbrook, where 
the whole extent of scenery is at once displayed. A 
fine park surrounds the house, and that is again bor- 
dered by the richest woods. 
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The house commands a view of the channel be- 
tween the island and New Forest, The pleasure 
grounds and walks through the woods are extensive 
and well laid out, and the numerous undulations that 
occur in various parts produce a very pleasing effect. 

This estate formerly belonged to some of the 
younger branches of the royal family. Edward II. 
bestowed it on his sister Mary, and afterwards to his 
son Edward, Earl of Chester. It afterwards came 
into the possession of Richard, the renowned Earl of 
Warwick, who was killed at the battle of Barnet. It 
subsequently fell to the crown, in the reign of Henry 
VII., by the attainder of Edward, Earl of Warwick. 
Henry. VIII. granted it to Margaret, Countess of 
Salisbury: she also was attainted and beheaded, thus 
it again came into the possession of the crown, and 
Queen Mary restored it to a descendant of the Coun- 
tess of Salisbury. It afterwards belonged to the 
Barrington family by marriage with one of the co- 
heiresses. Francis Barrington, who held it in 1611, 
was created a baronet by James I. It continued in 
the Barrington family until a very late period. 
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